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Week Ending Friday, August 25, 2000 


Statement on Signing Legislation 
Designating Wilson Creek in North 
Carolina as a Part of the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System 


August 18, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
1749, an Act “To designate Wilson Creek in 
Avery and Caldwell Counties, North Caro- 
lina, as a component of the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System.” 

Wilson Creek possesses all the remarkable 
values that distinguish the free-flowing rivers 
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys- 
tem: exceptional scenery; recreational oppor- 
tunities; fish, wildlife, and botanical commu- 
nities; and historic and cultural sites. The 
designation will protect and conserve Wilson 
Creek and provide continued opportunities 
for fishing, white-water boating, swimming, 
and hiking. 

I applaud the efforts of the North Carolina 
congressional delegation along with the 
County Commissioners and residents of 
Avery and Caldwell Counties who have 
worked to preserve and protect this remark- 
able resource. Their individual and collective 
efforts have preserved for the people of the 
State of North Carolina and all Americans 
a natural treasure that, together with the 
other rivers of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, will continue to add immeas- 
urably to the quality of our environment and 
our national lite 

Designation of Wilson Creek as a wild, 
scenic, and recreational river will finalize a 
nearly 20-year conservation initiative and will 
guarantee for future generations that the 
river and its values are conserved. I am 
pleased to sign this legislation, which will 
permanently protect Wilson Creek as part of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 


NOTE: H.R. 1749, approved August 18, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-261. This item was 


not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issue. 


Remarks at the Franklin, Essex, and 
Clinton County Democratic Picnic in 
Saranac Lake, New York 


August 18, 2000 


Thank you. Well, let me thank all of you 
for coming out tonight. I thank the mayor 
and all of our chairs. And Phil Lalande and 
Anne Tubby, thank you for being with us to- 
night. 

I think Hillary just about said it all, don’t 
you? I thought that was great. 

I want to say a few things and then ask 
you something from a little different perspec- 
tive. First of all, I want to thank all the people 
of New York State for voting twice in 1992 
and 1996 for Bill Clinton and Al Gore, and 
I’m very grateful to you. And I want to say 
a special word of thanks to you for 1996, 
when we carried 52 of the State’s counties, 
including Franklin, Essex, and Clinton Coun- 
ties, by big margins, and I thank you. Now 
that we know you can do it, I hope 1 you'll 
do the same thing for Hillary and Al Gore 
and Joe Lieberman this year. 

I was thinking, when Chelsea and I were 
sitting there listening to Hillary talk, two 
things. First of all, I thought she was giving 
a great talk. [Laughter] And I thought she 
gave a ay speech at the convention Mon- 
day night. And I want to echo what she said 
about the Vice President’s speech last night. 
It was an extraordinary speech and a great © 
roadmap for the country’s future, and I’m 
grateful for that. 

But I want to talk to you from a unique 
perspective, because my family has a new 
candidate and my party, as of last night, has 
a new leader. And so in this election, though 
I will be President and I have a lot I’m going 
to try to get done for you in the next 5 
months, I am moving back to where I spent 
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the first 20 years of my active life in politics, 
from the time I was 8 years old and my uncle 
was running for the State legislature at home, 
and I was passing out cards for him at the 
polling place. That is, I’m coming back to 
where you are. I’m going to be a citizen activ- 
ist, and I’m going to try to be a good one. 
But I’ve had a unique opportunity to see 
what makes a country change and grow, and 
also to understand clearly the consequences 
of elections and the decisions made by the 
people whom we elect. 

So I can’t begin to add anything to what 
I said last Monday about what happened the 
last 8 years, what Hillary and Al Gore said 
about what ought to happe n in the next 4 
years. But I can tell you this: What the elec- 
tion rides on is whether the people of this 
country, the people of this State, and the 
people of this part of New York believe it’s 
a big election, not a little election, and under- 
stand that there are differences and know 
what the differences are. 

So as somebody who’s sort of coming back 
your way, to citizen activism, I thank you for 
coming here tonight; I thank you for your 
support for all your local candidates. And Mr. 
Mayor, thank you for being here, and all the 
other local officials, I thank you for your sup- 
port for Hillary. It means so muc +h to me, 
and it will be good for New York. 

But I want to ask you to leave here remem- 
bering what I said. I tried to make the argu- 
ment last Monday night that for all the 
progress we have made in the last 8 years, 
the best stuff is still out there, because that’s 
what I believe. That’s what I believe. 

If you just think about it, we had to work 

so hard to turn the economy around and get 
rid of the deficit. Now we can bring pros- 
perity to the people and places left Eokied 
We had to work so hard to get the crime 
rate going down instead of going up. Now 
we can focus on making America the safest 
big country in the world. We. had to work 
so hard in getting in place the things that 
work in education. Now we can focus on 
making sure every child in this country can 
get a world-class education from kinder- 
garten through college. 

We are in a position to take advantage of 
all these scientific discoveries and all these 
technological developments in a way that has 
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never been possible in this country and, as 
Hillary said, could bring great economic op- 
portunity to upstate New York. But the peo- 
ple have to choose wisely. 

And I can just tell you, .as somebody who 
spent the first 20 years of my life working 
to try to persuade ‘other people to vote for 
folks I my ought to be elected; and then 
who spent 22 of the last 24 years as a public 
official trying to convince people I ought to 
be elected and reelected and what I was 
doing made sense; as someone who’s looking 
forward to an election where I can support 
a man I believe in for President, a man I 
believe in for Vice President, and a woman 
I think would be one of the great United 
States Senators of our time for the Senate, 
I can tell you, not everybody thinks about 
this as much as you do. 

Isn’t that right? Whether they're Demo- 
crats, independents, or Republicans, not ev- 
erybody sits around and thinks about this as 
much as you do. This is a massive crowd to- 
night. But there are more people from this 
area who aren't here than people who are, 
right? By definition. That’s not a criticism. 
This is a huge crowd. It blew me away when 
I walked in here. But the point I'm trying 
to make is that between now and election 
day, each one of you will have a chance every 
day to say, “Look, this is a big deal here. 
You've got to take this seriously.” The people 
you work with, the people you're in civic 
clubs with, the people you worship with, the 
people you run into on the street or drink 
coffee with, you can say, “Look, this is a big 
election. You remember where this country 
was 8 years ago?” 

And those of you who are over 30 can 
make this point to younger people. You 
know, you get a time like this in a country’s 
life maybe once in a lifetime, where you get 
the chance to build a future of your dreams 
for your kids. So once you convince people 
it’s a big election and they have to take it 
seriously, you’re halfway home in terms of 
persuading them to vote for our people. 

And then the second thing you have to 
convince them of is that there are significant 
differences that will affect their lives, their 
children’s lives, and the future of New York 
and the United States. 
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So as someone who is profoundly grateful 
to all of you—there’s hardly a place in Amer- 
ica that’s been more generous to me more 
consistently than New York has—I want you 
to know that the best thing I can give back 
to you is to do my dead-level best to get ev- 
erything I can do done for America in the 
5 months I've got left to be President and 
to persuade the American people that a 
chance like this comes along once in a life- 
time. 

I've worked hard to turn the country 
around, but all the best stuff is still out there. 
But the American people have to believe it’s 
a big election, and there are big con- 
sequences because there are big differences 
If you can take some time every day between 
now and November to talk to your friends, 
without regard to their parties, in a calm and 
open way—{laughter|—making those two 
points—making those two points, say, “Hey, 
we're not mad at these other guys. We don’t 
have anything bad to say about them. But 
look, it’s a big election, and there are big 
differences, and here’s what the differences 
are, and they'll have consequences for your 
lives and your children and your future.” 

If you will take some time to do that, then 
we'll have a great night on November 7th, 
because Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and 
Hillary will be elected, and America will be 
better off. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. at the 
Saranac Lake Civic Center. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Mayor Thomas Catillaz of Saranac Lake; 
Philip Lalande, patron, Saranac Lake Civic Cen- 
ter; and Anne Tubby, longtime resident of Saranac 
Lake. This item was not received in time for publi- 
cation in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
August 19, 2000 


Good morning. During the recent political 
convention, we asked people all across our 
country to take stock of our Nation’s progress 
and the challenges that lie ahead. One thing 
is clear: We live in a moment of unprece- 
dented peace and prosperity, and petting 
there was not a matter of chance but of 
choice. 
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When the Vice President and I set out to 
restore the American dream 8 years ago, we 
faced some tough choices. But with the sup- 
port of the American people, we made those 
choices together. Today I want to talk about 
how far we’ve come and how we can use this 
historic good time to address our outstanding 
challenges at home and abroad. 

We now enjoy the longest economic ex- 
pansion in our history, turning record deficits 
into record surpluses, creating more than 22 
million jobs with the lowest unemployment 
in 30 years, and average family income has 
jumped by more than $5,000. 

But more than just being better off, Amer- 
ica is a better nation. We ended welfare as 
we knew it. With the benefits of job training, 
child care, and transportation, 72 million 
Americans have Pass swe welfare to work. 
We're turning our schools around with high- 
er standards, more accountability, more in- 
vestment. As a result, our reading, math, and 
SAT scores are going up, and more students 
than ever are going to college. We made our 
communities safer by putting 100,000 new 
police officers on the streets, banning assault 
weapons, keeping guns away from a half mil- 
lion felons, fugitives, and ‘stalkers, and to- 
gether, we brought crime to a 25-year low. 

We've also extended the life of the Medi- 
care Trust Fund by 26 years and passed the 
Family and Medical Leave Act, which over 
20 million Americans have used to take a lit- 
tle time off for a newborn baby or a sick 
loved one. Our air and water are cleaner; our 
food is safer. 

We've also stepped up our fight against 
AIDS, doubling AIDS research and preven- 
tion efforts. We’re working on the reauthor- 
ization of the Ryan White CARE Act to pro- 
vide a lifeline to half-million Americans living 
with HIV and AIDS. 

While we’re making real progress in the 
fight against AIDS here at home, we have 
to do more to combat this plague around the 
world. That’s why today I’m pleased to sign 
the Global AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief 
Act. This bipartisan legislation authorizes 
funding for AIDS treatment and prevention 
programs worldwide and increases invest- 
ment in vaccines for the world’s children, in- 
cluding AIDS vaccine research. I hope Con- 
gress will also approve our vaccine. tax credit 
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to speed development of such critical vac- 
cines for the developing world. 

Fighting AIDS worldwide is not just the 
right thing to do; it’s the smart thing. In our 
tightly connected world, infectious disease 
anywhere is a threat to public health every- 
where. AIDS threatens the economies of the 
poorest countries, the stability of friendly na- 
tions, the future of fragile democracies. Al- 
ready, HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of 
death in Africa and increasingly threatens 
Asia and the states of the former Soviet 
Union. In the hardest hit countries, AIDS 
is leaving students without teachers, patients 
without doctors, and children without par- 
ents. Today alone, African families will hold 
nearly 6,000 funerals for loved ones who died 
of AIDS. 

But we still have time to do a world of 
good if we act now. This bill is an important 
step in the fight against AIDS. It’s also a sym- 
bol of the good we can accomplish when we 
work together in a bipartisan spirit. In that 
same spirit, Congress still has time to get im- 
portant work done for the American people 
this fall. When they return in a few weeks, 
they'll still have time to put progress before 
partisanship to pass a real Patients’ Bill of 
Rights; affordable Medicare prescription 
drug benefits for all our seniors; to set aside 
the Medicare surplus so that it can only be 
spent to strengthen Medicare, not raided for 
tax cuts we can’t afford; to pass tax cuts that 
help middle class families send their kids to 
college and provide long-term care for their 
loved ones. 

We should also pass a strong hate crimes 
bill and commonsense gun legislation. We 
should rebuild our crumbling schools, hire 
the rest of those 100,000 teachers, and raise 
the minimum wage. 

These are big challenges, but if we make 
the tough choices together, we'll keep our 
progress and prosperity going. 

Thanks for listening. 


NoTE: The address was recorded at 1:57 p.m. on 
August 18 in the Map Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 19. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 18 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. 
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Statement on Signing the Global 
AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief Act of 
2000 


August 19, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
3519, the “Global AIDS and Tuberculosis 
Relief Act of 2000,” which represents the lat- 
est U.S. effort in the long-term global fight 
against HIV/AIDS and its related threat of 
tuberculosis. 

In July 1999, Vice President Gore and I 
launched the Administration’s interagency 
“Leadership and Investment in Fighting an 
Epidemic” (LIFE) initiative to expand our 
funding for global HIV/AIDS prevention, 
care, and treatment in the worst affected de- 
veloping countries. With bipartisan support, 
the Congress appropriated the additional 
$100 million that we requested for FY 2000 
to enhance these efforts. For FY 2001, my 
budget includes an additional $100 million 
for the LIFE initiative. 

While the LIFE initiative greatly strength- 
ens the foundation of a comprehensive re- 
sponse to the pandemic, the United States 
clearly understands that there is much more 
to be done. The Joint United Nations Pro- 
gram on HIV/AIDS has estimated that it will 
take $1.5 billion annually to establish an ef- 
fective HIV prevention program in sub- 
Saharan Africa and an additional $1.5 billion 
annually to deliver basic care and treatment 
to people with AIDS in the region. 

H.R. 3519 takes some of the additional 
steps to broaden the global effort to combat 
this worldwide epidemic. It provides en- 
hanced bilateral authorities and authorizes 
funding for the Agency for International De- 
velopment’s HIV/AIDS programs; authorizes 
new funding for the Global Alliance for Vac- 
cines and Immunizations and the Inter- 
national AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and author- 
izes the creation of a World Bank AIDS Trust 
Fund that is intended to create a new, multi- 
lateral funding mechanism to support AIDS 
prevention and care programs in the most 
grievously affected countries. 

The United States, however, cannot and 
should not battle AIDS alone. This crisis will 
require the active engagement of all seg- 
ments of all societies working together. Every 
bilateral donor, every multilateral lending 
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agency, the corporate community, the foun- 
dation community, the religious community, 
and every host government of a developing 
nation must do its part to provide the leader- 
ship and resources necessary to turn this tide. 
It can and must be done. 

There is currently no vaccine or cure for 
HIV/AIDS, and we are at the beginning of 
a global pandemic, not the end. What we see 
in Africa today is just the tip of the iceberg. 
There must be a sense of urgency to work 
together with our partners in Africa and 
around the world, to learn from both our fail- 
ures and our successes, and to share this ex- 
perience with those countries that now stand 
on the brink of disaster. Millions of lives— 
perhaps hundreds of millions—hang in the 
balance. That is why this legislation is so im- 
portant. 

I wish to thank and congratulate our con- 
gressional partners who worked hard to make 
this bipartisan legislation a reality: Rep- 
resentatives Leach, Lee, LaFalce, 
Gejdenson, Gilman, Jackson-Lee, Maloney 
of New York, and Pelosi, and Senators Kerry, 


Frist, Biden, Boxer, Durbin, Feingold, 
Helms, Leahy, Moynihan, and Smith of 
Oregon. 


While I strongly support this legislation, 
certain provisions seem to direct the Admin- 
istration on how to proceed in negotiations 
related to the development of the World 
Bank AIDS Trust Fund. Because these pro- 
visions appear to require the Administration 
to take certain positions. in the international 
arena, they raise constitutional concerns. As 
such, I will treat them as precatory. 

The United States has been engaged in the 
fight against AIDS since the 1980s. Increas- 
ingly, we have come to realize that when it 
comes to AIDS, neither the crisis nor the 
opportunity to address it have borders. We 
have a great deal to learn from the experi- 
ences of other countries, and the suffering 
of citizens in our global village touches us 


all. The pages of history reveal moments in ‘ 


time when the global community came to- 
gether and collectively found “the higher an- 
gels of our nature.” In a world living with 
AIDS, we must reach for one of those his- 
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toric moments now—it is the only way to 
avoid paying the price later. 
William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
August 19, 2000. 


NoTE: H.R. 3519, approved August 19, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-264. 


Statement on School Overcrowding 
August 21, 2000 


This year a record 53 million children will 
enroll in American schools, according to a 
new report released today by U.S. Secretary 
of Education Richard W. Riley. Over the last 
10 years, our public schools have grown by 
6.6 million students, resulting in over- 
crowded classrooms and strained school fa- 
cilities. To meet the needs of America’s 
growing student population, we need to build 
new schools and modernize existing ones. 

For too long, the Republican leadership 
in Congress has failed to act on tax breaks 
proposed by my administration to build and 
modernize 6,000 schools. They have also 
failed to pass my proposal to fund urgent re- 
pairs such as leaky roofs, fauity fire alarms, 
and inadequate furnaces at 25,000 schools 
across the country. I remain strongly com- 
mitted to working with Members of both par- 
ties to help create safe and modern places 
for America’s students to learn. Our children 
deserve no less. 


Memorandum on Delegation of 
Responsibility Under the Open- 
market Reorganization for the 
Betterment of International 
Telecommunications (ORBIT) Act 


August 21, 2000 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Delegation of Responsibility Under 
the Open-market Reorganization for the 
Betterment of International 
Telecommunications (ORBIT) Act 


By the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States 
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of America, including section 301 of title 3 


of the United States Code, I hereby delegate 
to you the functions vested in me by section 
646 of the ORBIT Act (Public Law 106-180), 
relating to submission of annual reports to 
the appropriate congressional committees re- 
garding the privatization of intergovern- 
mental satellite organizations. The authority 
delegated by the memorandum may be fur- 


ther redelegated within the Department of 


State. 
You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000] 


NoTE: This memorandum will be published in the 
Federal Register on August 29 


Statement on Welfare Reform 
August 22, 2000 


On August 22, 1996, I signed landmark bi- 
partisan welfare reform legislation, trans- 
forming our Nation’s welfare system into one 
that requires work for time-limited assist- 
ance. Four years later we see strong evidence 
that this historic change is working: welfare 
caseloads have been cut in half; a record pro- 
portion of people on welfare are working; 
and the businesses in the Welfare to Work 
Partnership alone have hired more than one 
million people off welfare. 

New data released today show that welfare 
rolls are just half of what they were 4 years 
ago, and the percentage of Americans on 
welfare is at the lowest level in 35 years. My 
administration will send a report to Congress 
today that shows all States have met the wel- 
fare reform law’s overall work requirements 
in 1999. Moreover, individuals remaining on 
welfare are nearly 5 times more likely to be 
working than they were in 1992. 

I am pleased that since its launch at the 
White House in May 1997, the Welfare to 
Work Partnership has enlisted more than 
20,000 businesses who have hired an esti- 
mated 1.1 million former welfare recipients. 
As many of these companies have learned, 
welfare recipients are productive workers 
who want a hand up, not a handout. With 
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Vice President Gore’s leadership, the Fed- 
eral Government has also done its part, hir- 
ing nearly 50,000 former welfare recipients 
at a time when the Federal Government is 
the smallest it has been in 40 years. 

In 4 short years, we have seen a new em- 
phasis on work and responsibility, as welfare 
recipients themselves have risen to the chal- 
lenge and made welfare what it was meant 
to be: a second chance, not a way of life. 
As we celebrate how far we’ve come, we 
must not forget that there is still more to 
do. Working together, we must build on our 
progress and help even more families be- 
come self-sufficient. That is why I am chal- 
lenging the Welfare to Work Partnership to 
link even more welfare recipients, commu- 
nity-based organizations, and employers in 
communities around the Nation—helping 
more businesses find qualified workers and 
more welfare recipients and other new work- 
ers succeed in our booming economy. I urge 
State and local officials to use the resources 
and flexibility provided through welfare re- 
form to invest in supports for both current 
recipients and low income working families. 
And I call on Congress to join me in pro- 
moting work and responsibility by enacting 
my budget proposals to make w ork pay, en- 
courage savings, promote responsible father- 
hood, and expand access to child care, hous- 
ing, transportation, and health care. 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Representative Debbie Stabenow 
in Bingham Farms, Michigan 


August 22, 2000 


Thank you very, very much. I want to 
begin by saying thank you to Brian and 
Jennifer for opening their home. This is such 
a beautiful place. And the backyard is won- 
derful, and the weather has cooperated. It’s 
an omen, Debbie. 

I want to thank Senator Carl Levin for 
being here. I wish I could tell you all the 
times over the last 8 years that I have seen 
Carl Levin time and time again stand up on 
the floor of the Senate and do the right thing, 
not only for Michigan but for the people of 
the United States. He is a magnificent 
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United States Senator, and he deserves a 
good fight—[inaudible]. 

I don’t know if John Conyers is here. | 
heard he was coming. Hello, John, it’s nice 
to see you. Let me say that one of the cor- 
ollary benefits of electing five more, six more 
Democrats to the House of Representatives 
is that John Conyers will be the chairman 
of the House Judiciary Committee, and it will 
be a credit to the United States. And I thank 
you. 

Millie, I'm glad to see you. You look good 
in that Medal of Freedom. [Laughter] And 
you earned it. And I want to say a special 
word of thanks to Doreen and David 
Hermelin for 9 years of friendship and sup- 
port, for doing such a magnificent job in Nor- 
way, and David has made me laugh from 
Michigan to Washington to Oslo. And I sus- 
pect I’m not the only person in this crowd 
besides your family that feels deeply in- 
debted to you for being a magnificent human 
being. And I thank you so much. 

Now, this is an unusual election for me. 
It’s the first time in 26 years they've had one 
that I’m not running for something. [Laugh- 
ter] Most days I’m okay about it. [Laughter] 
My family has a new candidate, making 
Debbie my second favorite Senate candidate 
who is a woman running in America today. 
[Laughter] And I thank the Hermelins for 
helping her, as well. 

My party has a new leader, and I thought 
he did a magnificent job last Thursday night. 
And Michigan is very, very important to what 
happens this year. It is not an accident that 
early Tuesday morning Hillary and I got up 
in Los Angeles and flew across the country 
to drive to Monroe, Michigan, for the sym- 
bolic handoff with the Vice President and 
Tipper Gore. It is profoundly important. It’s 
also important because of this Senate race. 

I admire Debbie Stabenow. I admire her 
for the work she’s done in the Congress. I 
admire her for standing up for what she be- 
lieves. I admire her for leaving the confines 
of a safe House seat and the prospect of 
being in the majority in the House of Rep- 
resentatives to take a step of challenging an 
incumbent Senator. I want her to win, and 
she can win, and she should win if all of you 
will do what you can to help her between 
now and November. 
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Now, as I said the other night in Los Ange- 
les, this is a big election. And every Senate 
seat, every House seat is important, and obvi- 
ously the White House is a profoundly im- 
portant thing. But the only thing I’m worried 
about in this election is that we might get 
all the way to November, and people might 
not understand because things are going so 
well that it is a big election with big choices 
and big differences. 

I am absolutely convinced if the people 
of Michigan understand what the choices are 
and what the consequences to them and their 
families are, that Debbie will be elected and 
that Al Gore and Joe Lieberman will be 
elected. That’s what I believe. I believe that, 
and so I thank you for your contributions; 
I thank you for coming here. But I just want 
to take 2 minutes to say what I tried to ham- 
mer home last night and to make a couple 
of other points—or last week. 

Number one, we started 8 years ago with 
a simple vision that America in the 21st cen- 
tury ought to be a place where opportunity 
is alive for every responsible citizen, where 
without regard to our backgrounds and our 
differences, we are coming together, not 
being driven apart, and where we’re still the 
world’s leading force for peace and freedom. 

Now, we had a strategy: prepare people 
for this new era by creating the conditions 
and giving the people the tools to make the 
most of their own lives and giving everybody 
a chance. Get the roadblocks out of the way 
and give people a hand up who needed it. 
We just got fresh evidence today that that’s 
working. Today we got the 4-year results on 
our welfare reform efforts. Welfare rolls now 
are at a 35-year low in the United States of 
America, something you can all be proud of. 

But I want to reiterate something else | 
said. I believe all the best things—for all the 
good things that have happened in America 
the last 8 years, even greater achievements 
are out there if, but only if, we focus on the 
big challenges and make the right choices. 


And there’s some big challenges out there. 


If we have the longest economic expansion 
in history, how are we going to keep the pros- 
perity going and extend its benefits to people 
in places left behind? How are we going to 
get America out of debt for the first time 
since 1835? How are we going to meet the 
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challenge of the aging of America? When the 
baby boomers like me are all over 65, there 
will only be two people working for every 
one person drawing Social Security. 

How are we going to meet the challenge 
of the children of America, the largest and 
most diverse group of children we have ever 
had? Will they all get a world-class education, 
or not? How are we going to meet the chal- 
lenge of balancing work and family in a world 
where most parents have to w ork? 

How are we going to meet the challenge 
of staying ahead in science and technology 
and protecting our values? When all your 
medical and financial records are on the 
Internet, when all of us have a little gene 

card that says everything that’s wrong with 

us, how are we going to protect our privacy 
and keep people from athe others of 
health insurance or a job? 

How are we going to meet the challenge 
of global warming and still keep the economy 
going? How are we going to deal with even 
greater racial, religious, ethnic, and other di- 
versities? And what will it take for us to con- 
tinue to lead the world toward the kind of 
peace I’ve worked so hard for, from the Mid- 
dle East to Northern Ireland to the Balkans? 
What will it take? 

Now, don’t let anybody tell you there are 
no big issues in this election. This is big stuff. 
And how a country deals with its prosperity, 
its good times, is just as stern a test of its 
judgment, its values, its character as how you 
deal with adversity. After all, when I came 
to Michigan in 1992, and asked the people 
to vote for me, it didn’t take a stroke of ge- 
nius to understand that we had to do some- 
thing different. As Al Gore used to say, “Ev- 
erything that should be up was down. Every- 
thing that should be down was up.” We 
couldn't keep doing the same things. 

Now we have to think about how to meet 
these challenges. And I just want to mention 
two or three things that I. think are pro- 
foundly important. I could talk about a 
dozen, but I'll just mention three. 

First, on health care: This United States 
Senator would vote for, not against, the Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights, would vote for a Medi- 
care drug program that all of our seniors who 
need it could have access to. That is impor- 
tant. 
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The second thing I want to talk about a 
little bit is the economy, and that relates to 
the attack that’s been leveled against her by 
her opponent. I saw the other day—I was 
reading the papers, getting ready to come 
here, that her opponent says, “Well, you 
know, she'll go vote for that big drug pro- 
gram, she and Carl Levin. There’s just going 
to be like a $600 million tax or a billion dollar 
tax. It’s just going to be terrible.” I heard 
all that. It’s like, we’re going to spend too 
much money. 

Now, I want you to listen to this because 
this is the most important distinction that will 
affect everybody that I think is not well un- 
derstood. What are we going to do with our 
surplus, and how is it going to affect the 
economy? Here’s our position. Our position 
is we have a large projected surplus; we 
should, however, not spend it all today, first, 
because it hasn’t come in; it’s a projected sur- 
plus. So what should we do with it? Here’s 
what we say. We say we want to give the 
American people a tax cut we can afford, that 
includes marriage penalty relief, college tui- 
tion deduction, help for child care, for long- 
term care for an elderly or disabled relative, 
for saving for retirement. 

We think we have to save some money 
back to invest in education and in health 
care, including this Medicare prescription 
drug program. We think we have to save 
some money back so that we can lengthen 
the life of Social Security and Medicare, to 
get it out beyond the life expectancy of the 
baby boom generation, so that when we re- 
tire we don’t bankrupt our kids and their abil- 
ity to raise our grandchildren. And if we do 
it that way, we can get this country out of 
debt over the next 10 or 12 years, for the 
first time since 1835, a year before Arkansas 
and Michigan became States. 

Now, that’s our position. Their position 
sounds better the first time you hear it, and 
it doesn’t take as long to say it. Their position 
is, “Hey, we've got this big projected surplus. 
It’s your money. Vote for us. We're going 
to give it all back to you.” Sounds great. 


Doesn't take as long to say. Here’s the prob- 
lem. 

It is literally true that their combined tax 
cut promises spend all the projected surplus 
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and then some, leaving nothing for edu- 
cation, health care, the environment, nothing 
for emergencies, nothing for their own 
spending promises, their Star Wars promise 
their promise to partially privatize Social Se- 
curity, which alone would cost a trillion dol- 
lars. And most important of all, the money 
is not there yet. 

Now look, this is a big deal. The Council 
of Economic Advisers has estimated that 
even if all this money comes in, the plan that 
Debbie and Carl would vote for would keep 
interest rates one percent lower every year 
for a decade than their plan, if all the money 
comes in. In other words, best case. You 
know what that’s worth to you? Two hundred 
fifty billion dollars in lower home mortgages, 
$30 billion in lower car payments, $15 billion 
in lower college loan payments. In other 
words, another $300 billion tax cut. 

Our plan costs way less than half of what 
theirs does and gives more money to two- 
thirds of the American people. Now, nearly 
everybody in this room would be better off 
under their plan the first year, because it 
helps people who can afford to go to fund- 
raisers like this. [Laughter] And | hope I'll 
be one of them next year. [Laughter] But 
what’s the problem? Every one of you will 
be worse off as soon as those interest rates 
started going up and the stock market started 
going down and the economy started getting 
weaker. 

This is a huge deal, not widely understood. 
You have to find a way to tell your friends 
and neighbors: We have worked too hard to 
get this country out of the ditch; we have 
worked too hard to get rid of this deficit; 
we can’t show up next year and say, “Here’s 
our projected surplus. Let’s give it all away 
in a tax cut.” And the drug program that she 
supports can easily be funded to help every 
senior citizen who needs it in this country 
and still have a tax cut, and still get us out 
of debt. 

And if all the money doesn’t come in, 
we've got a cushion built into ours. Now, 
you've got to hammer this home. Think how 
hard we've worked together as a country to 
turn it around economically, to get interest 
rates down, to make investments pay off, to 
generate jobs and create hope and oppor- 
tunity. And in some blinding Rash should we 
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just throw it away by giving away all of our 


projected income? 

I say all the time it really reminds me of 
these letters I used to get, back when I was 
a civilian, in the mail from the Publishers 
Clearing House, those sweepstakes letters 
signed by Ed McMahon: “You may have won 
$10 million.” That’s what your projected in- 
come is: “You may have won $10 million.” 
Well, if you spent the money the next day, 
you probably shouldn’t vote for her. [Laugh- 
ter] But if you didn’t, you should vote for 
Debbie Stabenow; you should vote for Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman and support Carl 
Levin and keep this prosperity going. This 
is a profoundly important issue. 

The last thing I want to say is this: A 
United States Senator has to cast important 
votes that are more important than econom- 
ics, that go to the heart of who we are as 
a people and how we live and whether we’re 
going to be one America, whether we're 
going to respect everybody's privacy and 
everybody's rights and everybody's diver- 
sity—the hate crimes legislation, the employ- 
ment nondiscrimination legislation, and 
maybe most important of all, ratifying or fail- 
ing to approve Justices appointed to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

Now, the next President of the United 
States will have between two and four ap- 
pointments to the Supreme Court. I had two 
in my first term, and I’m proud of the job 
they're doing. And | never asked them to re- 
flect every view I had, but I do think it is 
important that we have a President who will 
appoint Justices that will stick up for basic 
civil rights, including the right to choose, and 
Senators who will vote to ratify such judges. 

And if this is an important issue to friends 
and neighbors of yours and people you know, 
you cannot let them pretend that the vote 
in the Senate race or the vote in the Presi- 
dent’s race is not going to have an impact 
on this. . 

So I will say again, if you believe in the 


.Patients’ Bill of Rights and the Medicare 


drug benefits that all seniors can afford, 
you've got to vote for Debbie and Al and 
Joe. If you believe that we should get this 
country out of debt and keep the prosperity 
going and save some money to invest in edu- 
cation and health care and have a tax cut 
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we can afford, — got to vote for Debbie 
and Al and Joe. I you believe in a woman’s 
right to choose ad if you believe in the hate 
crimes legislation and building one America 
that we can all be a part of, you've got to 
vote for Debbie and for Al and Joe. 

That is clear. And you have to do what 
you can. This is the most important thing of 
all. I know I am, if I might use an expression 
out of my faith, I know I am preaching to 
the saved today. But what I’m trying to say 
to you is, it is not good enough even ‘for you 
to come here to this fundraise sr. Every one 
of you, every one of you, has friends who 
may not even be Democrats, but they cer- 
tainly aren’t as interested in politics as you 
are. They never come to fundraisers like this. 
They don’t think about this stuff all the time. 
But they're good citizens, and they will show 
up and vote. And they have to understand 
it’s a big election with big choices, with big 
differences that have huge consequences to 
the lives our children will have. 

So I implore you, if you believe in what 
you did in coming here today, go out there 
and tell people if they want to keep the pros- 
perity going and extend it, if they want to 
get this country out of debt, if they want to 
see all our seniors have the medicine they 
need as more and more of us grow older, 
if they want to preserve a right to choose 
for a woman and the right to build one Amer- 
ica without regard to all the differences that 
make this a great and interesting country, 
there is only one choice in this election: 
Debbie Stabenow, Al Gore, and Joe 
Lieberman. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. at a pri- 
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re- 
ception hosts Brian Hermelin, president, Active 
Aero, Inc., and his wife, Jennifer; Mr. Hermelin’s 
father, David B. Hermelin, former U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Norway, and his wife, Doreen; and pollit- 
ical activist Mildred (Millie) ) Jeffrey, to whom the 
President awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom on August 9. Representative Stabenow 
is a candidate for U.S. Senate from Michigan. 


Aug. 22 / Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


Remarks at a Dinner for 
Representative Debbie Stabenow 
in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 


August 22, 2000 


Thank you. Well, first I'd like to thank Bill 
and Michelle for letting us come into their 
home while it’s still new. [Laughter] It might 
have been built for this event, who knows? 
[Laughter] It’s a really beautiful place, and 
they’re really good people. They've been so 
good to me ‘and Hillary and the Vice Presi- 
dent and Tipper. And thank you for helping 
Debbie, and thanks for being my friend all 
these long years. I’m very grateful to you. 

I want to thank all your officeholders who 
are here—Jennifer Granholm, whose hus- 
band was giving me some tips on how to be 
the spouse of a candidate. [Laughter] And 
I listened very carefully. I don’t want to blow 
this. [Laughter] I thank Dale Kildee for 
being my friend and for working with us for 
8 years for the interests of the families of 
Michigan and the United States. It’s been 
really great. 

And I can’t say enough about Carl Levin. 
He and Barbara rode over here with us, and 
we were talking about the last 8 years, and 
I was thinking about all the things that he 
has educated me on. But I can tell you that 
he is one of the handful of people that is 
universally respected in the Senate by every- 
body, and when he talks, everybody listens. 

I want to thank all of you who worked on 
this event. I see Peter Buttenweiser back 
there. Thank you, sir, and all the rest of you 
who helped to make this successful. And I'd 
like to say my special word of appreciation 
to Jane Hart for being here tonight. You 
know, when I was a young man in college, 
I worked for Senator Bill Fulbright, who was 
then the chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, and it was a very long time ago. 
But I remember vividly when I was there, 
one of the most tumultuous times in modern 
American history. We had big struggles over 
civil rights, big struggles over riots in the 
streets, big struggles over Vietnam. And I re- 
member very vividly how Senator Phil Hart 
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conducted himself, how he spoke, what he 
said, and how other people respected him. 

And one of the reasons that Debbie 
Stabenow ought to go to the Senate, apart 
from the fact that she will’ vote more like 
Phil Hart would have voted and speak more 
like he would have spoken, is that we in the 
Democratic Party have tried our best to work 
in good faith with the Republicans, and we 
have tried to end the politics of personal hos- 
tility and negativism. And I think almost as 
important as anything else, Debbie will re- 
store, along with Hillary and President Gore 
and Vice President Lieberman, a sense of 
real humanity to our national political life. 
The American people will say one more time, 
“We don’t like that stuff. We sent you up 
there to do a job. We want you to treat each 
other with respect, and we want you to show 
up for work every day.” That is the legacy 
of Phil Hart that I remember and one I will 
always remember. And I’m very honored that 
you're here tonight, Jane, and I thank you 
very much. 

I'd also like to say at the last meeting— 
I don’t even know if he’s here tonight but— 
if he came over here—but I saw Matt 
Frumin, who was one of the original cochairs 
of my Saxophone Club who is now running 
for Congress in the 11th district. [Laughter] 
And he’s really doing a good job, and I hope 
you'll help him as well. 

Now, if you heard what I said in Los Ange- 
les, I don’t know that I have much more to 
say about—|[laughter|—about what I think 
this election is all about. But I will try to 
be briefer and more colloquial. First of all, 
I am profoundly grateful to the people of 
Michigan for voting for me twice, by big mar- 
gins, the last time by almost twice the margin 
by which we prevailed in the country. The 
people of this State have been good to me 
and have come to reflect the diversity and 
the success that has been the hallmark of 
America in these last 8 years. And I’m very, 
very grateful. 

Secondly, this is the first time in 26 years 
they've held an election when I wasn’t on 
the ballot. [Laughter] I used to have to run 
every 2 years. And as I’ve often joked, most 
days I’m okay about it, because I feel—my 
heart is full of gratitude, and I’m really rather 
looking forward to trying to figure out what 
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to do in the next chapter of my life and how 
to be a good citizen. I have 5 months, and 
I intend to do a great deal in these last 5 
months as President. But I speak today also 
as someone who for most of his political life 
was a citizen activist. 

I was 8 years old handing out cards for 
my uncle who was running for the legislature. 
I spent 20 years working for other people 
fe I spent 24 years scurrying around on 
my own behalf and also working for other 
people. And what I would like to say to you 
is, I have now lived long enough to know 
that sometimes you're most in trouble in po- 
litical life when you think you’re least in trou- 
ble. You’re most vulnerable as a people when 
we think we're least vulnerable. And the big 
— when things are going well is that you 
think you can go to sleep. 

There are a lot of young people here. Bill 
and Michelle and their wonderful kids are 
here. A lot of the rest of you brought your 
kids here. And they, most of them, don’t 
know this, but anybody who is over 30 years 
old has lived long enough to have made at 
least one whopper of a mistake in your life, 
not when times are going real poorly but 
when times were going so well you thought 
there was simply no consequence to the fail- 
ure to concentrate. If wate long enough, 
you'll make one of those mistakes. 

And so what I want to say is, if the people 
of Michigan understand the difference in 
Debbie’s voting record and her opponent, if 
they understand the difference in her posi- 
tions on the issues that are hanging fire today 
and her opponent's, if they understand the 
general diboues in her approach to how 
America should go into the 21st century and 
her opponent’s, she will win the election. I 
don’t think any of you doubt that. 

So wouldn't it be ironic if the big adversary 
of Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and the new 
candidate in my family, Hillary—and some 


of you have already helped,-and for that I 


am very grateful—and Debbie was the very 


_success that all of us have worked so hard 


to help the American people create. Now, 
that is what I want you to think about. 

And I don’t want you to just think about 
it tonight; I want you to think about it every 
day between now and the election. Because, 
as much as I appreciate the money you have 








contributed to her campaign and as much 
as I hope you'll keep trying to help her and 
all the rest of our crowd's races, it’s not 
enough, because America has to be thinking 
about this election in order for us to prevail. 
We can’t sleepwalk through it. We can’t sort 
of sidle into it. We've got to actually think, 
“Oh, my goodness, there’s an election, the 
only time in my lifetime we've had this much 
prosperity with the absence of domestic crisis 
and foreign threat. We have the chance to 
build the future of our dreams for our kids. 
What is this about?” 

And every one of you know lots and lots 
of people who are far less involved in politics 
than you are, people who are your relatives, 
people who are your friends, people with 
whom you work, people with whom you wor- 
ship, people with whom you play golf or bow! 
or whatever you do. You know a lot of people 
that you really like and care about who aren’t 
nearly as into this as you are. But they're 
good people, and they're good citizens, and 
they're going to show up on election day. 
They're going to vote, sure as the world. if 
they have to walk through the ice, they'll go 
vote. Don’t you want them to know what this 
is about, and don’t you want them to have 
at least the same framework you do? 

This is the whole shooting match, folks. 
We have the chance to build the future of 
our dreams for our children. It’s a big elec- 
tion. We will never forgive ourselves if we 
sleepwalk through it. It may not come around 
again in your lifetime. 

If you heard my convention speech you 
heard me talking about the late sixties. That’s 
the last time we had an economic run this 
long. And I'm telling you, | finished high 
school in the middle of it, and if anybody 
had told me that within 2 years we'd have 
riots in the streets and within 4 years Dr. 
King and Bobby Kennedy would be dead and 
the President that I admired so much, Lyn- 
don Johnson, wouldn’t run for reelection and 
the country would be split in two and then 
we'd have a divisive Presidential election, and 
then the economic expansion would be over, 
I would never have believed it. I would never 
have believed it. 

Now, we’re more fortunate this time. We 
don’t have that level of internal crisis or ex- 
ternal threat right now, but we have to con- 
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centrate. And you've got to go out and tell 
everybody you know that this is an important 
election with the o portunity of a lifetime 
to build the future sin dreams. 

Then you've got to tell people, “Hey, there 
are real differences here that are big and 
have practical consequences for the lives of 
the families in Michigan—huge difference in 
economic policy.” Do you really believe that 
right now we should say, “We've got a $2 
trillion projected surplus, and we ought to 
give it all away in a tax cut right now?” Right 
now, give it all away for the next 10 years, 
before the money comes in, before we see 
about the emergencies, before we set aside 
anything for education or health care or do 
anything to lengthen the life of Social Secu- 
rity and Medicare or give up trying to get 
the country out of debt to keep interest rates 
down, the stock market high, and growth 
going and jobs coming in? 

This is huge. I promise you most people 
don’t know yet what the difference is in the 
economic policies of Debbie Stabenow and 
her opponent, and Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman and their adversaries. They don’t 
know. You can tell them. It’s a huge deal. 

I got a report last month that said that in- 
terest rates—best case for the Republican 
plan—that is, if all this money actually comes 
in, interest rates would be a point lower every 
year for a decade under our plan. That's 
worth for most folks, totaled, $250 billion in 
lower home mortgages, $30 billion in lower 
car payments, and for those of you with kids 
in college, $15 billion in lower student loan 
payments. This is a huge deal. 

And never mind what happens if the 
money doesn’t come in. We don’t have to 
spend it if it doesn’t come in, but I promise 
you, if they have a tax cut next year and give 
it all away, they're not going to turn around 
and raise taxes if it doesn’t come in, and we'll 
be right back in the soup again. And a lot 
of you have heard my little joke, but it really 
does remind me—their position is like get- 
ting one of those letters in the mail from Ed 
McMahon—[laughter]|—you know, the Pub- 
lishers Clearing House, the sweepstakes let- 
ter. “You may have won $10 million.” Wow! 


If you ran out and spent the money the next 
day, you should seriously consider supporting 
her opponent in this election. [Laughter] But 
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if you didn’t, I hope you'll stick with her and 
with Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and all the 
people that have been a part of the enormous 
effort to give you the chance to build the 
America we enjoy today. 

There are huge differences in the environ- 
ment. We believe you can improve the envi- 
ronment and grow the economy. I think 
we've got lots of evidence, don’t you? We 
have 22 million jobs, cleaner air, cleaner 
water, safer food, 3 times as many toxic waste 
dumps cleaned up, 43 million more Ameri- 
cans breathing air that meets Federal air 
standards, and the best economy in history. 
If you do it right, you can do it. 

Now, they've got a commitment to weaken 
that. This is a serious choice. You have to 
make a choice. And this Medicare drug issue, 
it’s a big deal. The average 65-year-old in 
America has a life expectancy of 83. People 

over 65 in America have the highest life ex- 
pectancy of any group of seniors in the world. 
But if you want people to live longer and 
live well, they have to have access to medi- 
cine. Our plan would give everybody that 
needs it access to it. It clearly can be paid 
for, notwithstanding her opponent’ s attacked 
her over this because it costs so much. Let 
me just tell you something; they have the 
Congressional Budget Office; they give us 
the cost estimates. By their estimates—by 
their estimates, not ours—we can pay for the 
drug plan she wants to vote for; we can have 
a sizable tax cut to help people with edu- 
cation, long-term care, marriage penalty re- 
lief, retirement savings; we can invest in edu- 
cation; and we can still get the country out 
of debt because we have a cushion in case 
the money doesn’t come in. 

Now, those are the facts. There’s a huge 
difference here, big difference in the Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights. There’s a big difference 
in gun safety legislation. You know, the pre- 
vious administration, they vetoed the Brady 
bill. This crowd is against —— the gun 
show loophole. The congressional leadership 
was against putting 100,000 police on the 
street and another 50,000—this ticket says 
they'll get rid of the program that I’ve worked 
so hard for. 

I mean, it’s not like you don’t have a test 
here. Crime is at a 25-year low. If you put 
more police on the street, they stop people 
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from committing crimes if they're smart and 
they do it right. If you keep more guns out 
of the hands of criminals and children, you 
don’t have as many people dying. !t’s not like 
there’s no test here. There's a big difference. 
You’ve got to make sure people understand 
this. 

They're committed to repealing Roe v. 
Wade. Al Gore is committed to continuing 
it. Debbie Stabenow will have to vote on who 
gets appointed to the Supreme Court. It’s 
a big deal. You have to decide what you be- 
lieve. 

So I just want to say, I’m not trying to 
make you—everybody wants to be happy 
now because things are going so well, and 
I’m happy they're going well. But I’m telling 
you—and Id like to sort of ride off into the 
sunset singing “Happy Trails”—{laughter]— 
but life doesn’t work that way. Just because 
somebody's term is over, everything that 
needs to be done doesn’t go away. 

We've got a chance to go out and reach 
these—the Native American reservations, 
these inner-city neighborhoods, these poor 
rural towns that don’t have any kind of eco- 
nomic recovery, and give them jobs and busi- 
nesses. It will help all the rest of us. We've 
got all kinds of opportunities out there, but 
I'm telling you, there are huge choices. You 


just remember what I said. If somebody asks 


you what’s the difference in Stabenow- 
Abraham, Gore-Bush on economic policy, 
can you answer? What’s the difference on 
the Patients’ Bill of Rights? What's the dif- 
ference on Medicare drugs? What’s the dif- 
ference on the environment? What’s the dif- 
ference on gun safety, closing the gun show 
loophole? What’s the difference on choice? 
Can you answer? 

You have got to be able to talk to other 
people between now and November and tell 
them it may be 50 years before -we have a 
time like this again, and we can’t blow it. 
And I want to tell you something. I worked 
with this woman for years now. She is special. 
She is strong. She has a good heart, a good 
mind, and she’s a good politician in the best 
sense. And you'll be very, very proud of her 
when you put her in the Senate. 

Thank you very much. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 p.m. at a pri- 
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din- 
ner hosts Bill and Michelle O'Reilly; State Attor- 
ney General Jennifer M. Granholm and her hus- 
band, Dan Mulhern; Senator Carl Levin and his 
wife, Barbara; philanthropist Peter L. 
Buttenweiser; and Jane Hart, widow of former 
Senator Philip A. Hart. Representative Stabenow 
is a candidate for U.S. Senate from Michigan. 


Memorandum on Waiver of 
Certification for Conditions 
on Assistance for Colombia 
August 22, 2000 


Presidential Determination No. 2000-28 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Waiver of Certification Under Section 3201 
“Conditions on Assistance for Colombia,” in 
Title III, Chapter 2 of the Emergency 
Supplemental Act, FY 2000, as Enacted in 
Public Law 106-246 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 3201(a)(4) of the FY 2000 Emer- 
gency Supplemental Act (the “Act”), I here- 
by determine that it is in the national security 
interest of the United States to furnish assist- 
ance made available under the Act to the 
Government of Colombia without regard to 
the following provisions of section 3201 of 
that Act: 


(a)(1)(A)(ii) the Commander General of 
the Colombian Armed Forces is 
promptly suspending from duty any Co- 
lombian Armed Forces personnel who 
are credibly alleged to have committed 
gross violations of human rights or to 
have aided or abetted paramilitary 
groups; 

(a)(1)(A)(iii) the Colombian Armed 
Forces and its Commander General are 
fully complying with section 3201 
(a)(1)(A)(i) and (ii) of the Act; 


(a)(1)(B) the Colombian Armed Forces 
are cooperating fully with civilian au- 
thorities in investigating, prosecuting, 
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and punishing in the civilian courts Co- 
lombian Armed Forces personnel who 
are credibly alleged to have committed 
gross violations of human rights; 


(a)(1)(C) the Government of Colombia 
is vigorously prosecuting in the civilian 
courts the leaders and members of para- 
military groups and Colombian Armed 
Forces personnel who are aiding or 
abetting these groups; 


(a)(1)(D) the Government of Colombia 
has agreed to and is implementing a 
strategy to eliminate Colombia’s total 
coca and opium poppy production by 
2005 through a mix of alter-native devel- 
opment programs; manual eradication; 
aerial spraying of chemical herbicides; 
tested, environmentally safe 
mycoherbicides; and the destruction of 
illicit narcotics laboratories on Colom- 
bian territory; and 


(a)(1)(E) the Colombian Armed Forces 

are developing and deploying in their 

field units a Judge Advocate General 

Corps to investigate Colombian Armed 
_ Forces personnel for misconduct. 


I have attached a Memorandum of Jus- 
tification for the decision to waive the fore- 
going certifications. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
report this waiver to the appropriate Com- 
mittees of the Congress and to arrange for 
its publication in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000] 


NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it 
will be published in the Federal Register on Au- 
gust 29. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
made available the Memorandum of Justification 
in Connection With the Waivers Under Section 
3201(a)(4) of the Emergency Supplemental Act, 
as Enacted in the Military Construction Appro- 
priations Act, 2001. 
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Remarks on Departure for 
Monmouth Junction, New Jersey, 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
August 23, 2000 


California Electricity Shortage 
The President. Before I leave for New 


Jersey today, I want to make a brief an- 
a about some action we're taking 

» help consumers in southern California 
a have been hit very hard by skyrocketing 
electric bills. I want to thank Governor Davis, 
Senator Feinstein, Senator Boxer, and Con- 
gressman Filner for their leadership on this 
issue and their work with me. 

The wholesale price of electricity has risen 
sharply in California this summer as a result 
of tight supplies and growing demand. This 
is having a particularly heavy impact where 
the price hikes are being passed on to con- 

sumers, as they are in the San Diego region. 
Many families and small businesses in San 
Diego have seen their electric bills more than 
double. I've heard reports of senior citizens 
on fixed incomes being forced to choose be- 
tween medicine and air-conditioning. 

Today we're taking three new steps to help 

ease the burden. First, Secretary Richardson 
has asked the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to expedite its investigat ion of 
the wholesale power markets, so we. can bet- 
ter understand what is happening in Cali- 
fornia and provide policymakers with the in- 
formation they need to protect consumers in 
a timely fashion. 

Second, I’m dire cting the Department of 
Health and Human Services and Secretary 
Shalala to release $2.6 million in Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program funds for 
the families of southern California. This dou- 
bles the amount of LIHEAP assistance in the 
San Diego region and will help to ensure that 
low income families and senior citizens have 
the emergency help they need to pay their 
bills and stay cool. 

Third, I’m directing the Small Business 


Administration to step up their efforts to in-| 


form small businesses about SBA loans to 
help cope with unusually high electric bills. 

All of these are short-term steps to help 
families in southern California during the 
current power crunch. I also renew my call 
to Congress to work with us to build a better 


1917 


energy future over the long run, to take up 
my energy budget initiatives and the tax in- 
centives to promote energy efficiency and 
conservation. I hope they will aiso pass a na- 
tional comprehensive bill to foster a new era 
of the right kind of competition in the elec- 
tric industry to establish a more competitive, 
efficient, and reliable electric power system 
for our Nation and to beef up efforts to pre- 
vent utilities from abusing their market 
power to raise rates above competitive levels. 
This legislation would save our consumers 
about $20 billion a year in power costs. We 
ought to do it, and we ought to do it this 
year. 

Let me say once again to the people of 
southern California, we'll continue to keep 
a close eye on the situation. We'll do what 
we can to help you get through this summer. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think—[inaudi- 
ble}. 

The President. Excuse me, sir? 

Q. Mr. President, do you think the power 
companies are profiteering in California? 

The President. Well, that’s what FERC’s 
going to investigate. Secretary Richardson 
and I talked about it. We want the FERC 
to look into it and see what the facts are. 
There is an unusual impact there, different 
from virtually any other place in America, 
and it needs to be examined, and I hope it 
will be. I hope the assistance we're giving 
in the poten ok will help. 

And again I will say, I believe that we 
could do an enormous amount if the Con- 
gress would pass the energy budget -initia- 
tives, the tax incentives to buy energy- 
efficient homes, vehicles, to retrofit busi- 
nesses, and would pass the electric utility de- 
regulation. 

Let me remind you—some of you may re- 
member this—I went out to the Inland Em- 
pire, east of L.A., I believe it was in San 
Bernardino, to dedicate a_housing project 
that was part of an effort with the National 
Home Builders and the Energy Department, 
for working people on modest incomes. And 
the homes that they built there lowered aver- 
age electric rates by over 40 percent. 

So we need to take some structural action 
here to empower the American people to 
solve this problem themselves, too. If we 
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have deregulation and we give better incen- 
5 


tives to people to build or retrofit their 
homes, their offices, and to buy other energy- 
efficient appliances, we could make a big dif- 
ference here in almost no time. So I hope 
that will happen. 

Go peas | Mark 
Radio]. 


{Mark Knoller, CBS 


1996 Campaign Fundraising 


Q. Sir, what do you think of Janet Reno’s 
decision not to name a special counsel to in- 
vestigate Al Gore’s fundraising? Do you think 
it may look to some people like a whitewash? 

The President. | don’t know any more 
about that than you do. I learned about it 
when I picked up the paper this morning. 

Go ahead. 


Meeting With President-Elect Vicente Fox 
of Mexico 


Q. Well, what are you hoping for from 
your meeting tomorrow with President-elect 
Fox of Mexico in terms of U.S. business po- 
tential and potential for the U.S. economy? 

The President. Well, first of all, I want 
to get to know him, and I want to reaffirm 
the support of the United States, which | 
think is bipartisan, for good strong relation- 
ships with Mexico, the need for us to work 
together to deal with the drug challenge, our 
common environmental challenges along the 
border, and to make our trade relationship 
work for both sides. And so, obviously, I hope 
that there will be long-term economic bene- 
fits. 

I think he’s quite serious about modern- 
izing the Mexican economy and moving for- 
ward with our relationship. And I’ve been 
impressed with what I've seen and heard 
about him so far, and I’m anxious to meet 
him and do what I can to get our relationship 
off to a good start. 


2000 Election 


Q. Mr. President, a lot of State Demo- 
cratic chairs would like you to come out and 
do some targeted campaigning to help get 
out the base in November. Do you think 
that’s a good idea? Is that something you in- 
tend to 

The President. Well, first of ali, I think 
the most important thing is for me to do as 
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much as I can for the American people in 
the job I have between now and January the 
20th, and that’s my main priority. The second 
most important thing is a Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman to go out and spread the message, 
engage in the debate, and make sure the 
American people know what the choices are 
before them. And I think they’re doing quite 
a good job of that. 

Now, if I can help, of course, within those 
parameters, I will do that. I went to Mic _ 
yesterday. I’m going to New Jersey today. 
will do some work within the limits of my 
ability to do it. But the main thing is that 
the candidates carry the message, and I think 
they're doing a fine job. 


Colombia 


Q. Mr. President, on Colombia, you signed 
a waiver yesterday so that the aid could start 
flowing. There are still some problems of 
human rights violations, and Congress has a 
lot of doubt. You’re going to be there next 
Wednesday. 

The President. | did sign the waiver, but 
the Congress also passed the aid package, 
and they expect it to go forward. I did it be- 
cause I believe President Pastrana is com- 
mitted to dealing with the human rights 
issues about which we're still very concerned. 
He has submitted legislation to the Colom- 
bian Parliament, for example, for civil trials, 
for allegations of military abuses of human 
rights. And we also have a system in place 
for specific case-by-case investigation of seri- 
ous allegations. 

So I think that we’ve protected our funda- 
mental interest in human rights and enabled 
the Plan Colombia to have a chance to suc- 
ceed, which I think is very, very important 
for the long-term stability of democracy and 
human rights in Colombia and for protecting 
the American people and the Colombian 
people from the drug traffic. 

Q. Are you—[inaudible}|—human rights in 
favor of the money? 

The President. No. No. First of all, the 
money is designed to help combat the drug- 
trafficking at help alleviate a lot of the 


social problems, to help to develop alter- 
native economic development, and also to 
build the civil institutions in Colombia which 
will help to protect human rights. 
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So what I did was to permit Plan Colombia 
to go forward and be implemented because 
I’m convinced that the President is com- 
mitted to the proper course in human 
rights—he submitted legislatidn which is evi- 
dence of that—and because we haven't given 
up our ability to look into case-by-case alle ga- 
tions of human rights violations dealing with 
specific military units who can be kept from 
getting any of this assistance if they have, in 
fact, committed human rights violations. 





Human Embryo Research 


Q. Mr. President, can you talk about your 
administration’s decision to support feder- 
ally-funded stem cell research, and are you 
worried about the controversy involved in 
that? 

The President. Well, I believe if people 
will actually—Secretary Shalala and I had a 
long talk about this before we came out this 
morning—I think that if the public will look 
at, first of all, the potentially staggering bene- 
fits of this research, everything from birth 
defects to Parkinson’s to Alzheimer’s to dia- 
betes—profoundly important there—to cer- 
tain kinds of cancers, spinal cord injuries, 
burns, anything kind of regeneration of cells 
that’s required, the potential to change the 
future, the health future for Americans and 
for people around the world is breathtaking. 

Secondly, these guidelines were not put 
out without a rigorous scientific review. And 
human embryo research deals only with 
those embryos that were, in effect, collected 
for in vitro fertilization that never will be 
used for that. So I think that the protections 
are there; the most rigorous scientific stand- 
ards have been met. But if you just—just in 
the last couple of weeks we've had story after 
story after story of the potential stem cell re- 
search to deal with these health challenges. 





And I think we cannot walk away from the ° 


potential to save lives and improve lives, to 
help people literally to get up and walk, to 
do all kinds of things we could never have 
imagined, as long as we meet rigorous ethical 
standards. And I’m convinced, and Secretary 
Shalala is convinced, that that has been done. 
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Meeting With President-Elect Fox of 
Mexico 


Q. Mr. President, President-elect Fox has 
talked about open borders between the 
United States and Mexico. Generally speak- 
ing, sir, do you support that concept even 
over the long term, and do you expect it to 
be a dominant part of your meeting tomor- 
row? 

The President. Well, I want to hear what 
he has to say about it, and how we would 
go about dealing with the problems that we 
have with the trade arrangement we have 
now, whether they would be amplified. In 
general, I think there will be increasing inter- 
dependence of the world’s economies over 
the next decade, increasing interdependence 
in our region. 

I think—I believe we should have done 
more with South America. We've got the 
Caribbean Basin trade initiative, which I 
think is good. We've got the relationship with 
Mexico, which I think has been a net plus 
for the United States, both economically and 
politically. We didn’t extend our trade agree- 
ments to the rest of South America, and I 
think that the Europeans have benefited at 
our expense. So I think there will be more 
interdependence, and the United States has 
to be a part of that. 

But like everything else, the devil is always 
in the details here, so I want to talk to him 
about it and see what he has in mind. I would 
imagine most of this work would have to be 
done by the next administration. 

Yes. 


Oil Production 


Q. [Inaudible|—U.S. doing to convince 
OPEC nations to increase output, and will 
you be discussing this issue with Nigeria 
when you go? 

The President. OPEC nations? I’m sorry. 
Well, as you know, we have done what we 
could—I was actually—I was reviewing the 
situation last night, and yes, I will discuss it 


. with Nigeria. But we have to look at where 


there is excess capacity. 

Part of this is a question of whether the 
OPEC nations can increase their production. 
Part of the problem is coming because 
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there’s now renewed economic growth else- 
where in the world. And it seems to me, just 
looking at all the numbers over the long run, 
we're going—we'll get some 
that. That is, I expect you'll see a significant 
increase in American exports over the next 
6 months to 2 years because of the increasing 
growth in other parts of the world, but as 
a result of that, it’s putting more pressure 
on the oil supplies that are available. 

So I’m going to do what I can to keep 
these prices moderated and to continue to 
argue to all the OPEC nations that, if the 
price gets too high, they will cause recession 
in other countries, and then the purchases 
will drop dramatically and for a longer period 
of time. They're much better off with a price 
that’s below where it is now but one that 
can be sustained. They don’t want to go down 
to $13 to $15 a barrel again, but we don’t 
need it—it needs to be, I think, in the low 
I think that’s—low to 
mid twenties is a more sustainable rate. And 
will clearly discuss it with President 
Obasanjo and with others in the weeks ahead. 

Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, how—look for your legal 
defense fund? 

Q. Are you back in the spotlight? [Laugh- 
ter} 

The President. I'm going to New Jersey. 


twenties somewhere. 


so | 


Note: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov Grey Davis of California; 
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate Senator 
Joseph I. Lieberman; President Andres Pastrana 
of Colombia; and President Olusegun Obasanjo 
ot Nigeria 


Remarks at Crossroads Middle 
School in Monmouth Junction, 
New Jersey 


August 23, 2000 


Thank you. Please be seated, everybody. 
We all appreciated the standing ovation, but 
you're about to get tired. [Laughter] I am 
so glad to be here. Let me say, first of all, 
I thought Malaika Carpenter gave a terrific 
talk, didn’t you? [Applause] I understand her 
parents, Nancy and Lenny, and her brother 
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Jerren are here. Where 
there. You did well. 

I'd like to thank Dr. Stewart for welcoming 
us here, and Dr. Warfel, the principal here. 
I'd also like to say a special word of apprecia- 
tion for this terrific band. Weren't they great, 
this jazz band? [Applause] I mean, they 
playe .d “Hail To The Chief,” and “On Broad- 
way,” and “Caravan,” and lots of other things, 
and they did it very, very well. There aren't 
many middle school bands in America that 
are that good, I can tell you. And you should 
be very proud of them. They're really good. 

And Id like to thank the other stude ants 
that met with me just a few moments ago. 
And I'd like to say a special word of apprecia- 
tion to your Re *presentative in Congress, 
Rush Holt, who is here with me. Since I’m 
at a school, I can say this. Rush was a univer- 
sity professor for about a decade, an educa- 
tor, a trained physicist. When he got elected, 
we all used to kid him that he knew entirely 
too much to be a politician. We thought it 
would be a terrible burden. But I can tell 
you, from my point of view as someone who 
has worked for 8 years to improve the quality 
and the availability of opportunity in edu- 
cation, it has been a real joy to have someone 
like him with the depth of commitment to 
education that he has demonstrated these 
last 2 years. It’s been wonderful. 

Well, we’re about to go back to school. 
And I’ve always thought of back to school 
time as sort of a new beginning. It certainly 
is for the students and the teachers: new stu- 
dents, new books, new school supplies, new 
faces in the classroom, a time when a lot of 
parents stop and think again about the role 
of education in their own children’s lives and 
what they hope will be their children’s fu- 
ture. I think it’s a good time for our country 
to do the same. So today I'd like to talk a 
little bit about what we can do to prepare 
our schools and our children not just for the 
new school year but for the new economy 
of the 21st century. 

We are very fortunate in America today 
to be living in the longest economic expan- 
sion in our history, to have 22 million new 
jobs and the lowest unemployment rate in 
30 years and the highest homeownership 
ever, a 25-year low in the crime rate, a 35- 


are they ? 


Stand up 


year low. in the welfare rolls, with incomes 
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going up and poverty going down. The 
great—{applause|—thank you. “The great de- 
bate that I hope our country will have, not 
only in this election year but in the remaining 
weeks of this session of C ongress, is what 
are we going to do with this good fortune? 

You know, the parents here in the audi- 
ence can empathize with this. One of the 
things you learn when you live long enough 
is that sometimes you make mistakes not be- 
cause times are so tough but because they're 
good, and you kind of break your concentra- 
tion, and you let moments pass by. And any- 
body that lives over 30 years can think of 
some time in his or her life when you made 
a mistake like that. 

So this is a very important time for our 
country. What are we going to do with this 
good fortune, unprecedented in our whole 
history? I hope that we will use this time 
to dream about the future we want for our 
children and to literally make a list of what 
we have to do to achieve it. I hope we'll use 
this time to pay down our debt and get this 
country out of debt for the first time since 
1835 to keep interest rates lower and keep 
the economy going. I think that’s a good 
thing to do. 

I hope we'll use this opportunity to create 
incentives for people to invest in the poor 
areas that still aren’t participating in our re- 
covery. Here in New Jersey, you might find 
it hard to believe, but there are several In- 
dian reservations in America where the un- 
employment rate is still over 50 percent, even 
though the national rate is 4; and inner-city 
areas and small rural towns. So I hope we ‘ll 
do that. 

I hope we will take this opportunity when 
we have some money to lengthen the life of 
Social Security and Medicare, take it out be- 
yond the baby boom generation so that when 
those of us who are baby boomers retire, we 
don’t bankrupt our kids and their ability to 
raise our grandchildren, because they 
shouldn’t be prejudiced by the fact that time 
has taken us into our later years. I hope we'll 
use this time to provide some needed health 
care advances, including prescription drug 
benefits for seniors on Medicare. 

But there is nothing more important for 
us to do if we want to use this moment to 
build a future of our dreams for our kids than 


to make sure all of our children get a 2Ist 
century education. And that requires both in- 
vestment and standards in accountability. 

It requires us to invest more and demand 
more. It requires us to do what Vice Presi- 
dent Gore and I have been trying to do for 
8 years now. We have doubled our invest- 
ment in education and training. We've ex- 
panded college opportunity by more than any 
time since the GI bill 50 years ago. with the 
student loan program improvements and 
saved $8 billion for our kids with the HOPE 
scholarship, which gives every family a 
$1,500 tax credit on the cost of college tui- 
tion—just about covers community college, 
makes it free in most States in the country. 
And we're now trying to get the Congress 
to allow taxpayers to deduct the cost of col- 
lege tuition up to $10,000 from their tax bill, 
which will be worth $2,800 a year in lower 
taxes for families with kids in college. 

With the help of the E-rate program, 
which the Vice President pioneered through 
Congress, we have worked with schools to 
connect 95 percent of our schools to the 
Internet. That’s up from only 35 percent 5 
years ago when we started. We’re also work- 
ing to help turn around failing schools with 
after-school and summer school programs 
and mentoring programs. I was in a school 
in New York the other day, an elementary 
school where 2 years ago 80 percent of the 
kids were reading below grade level and 
doing math below grade lev el. Today, 2 years 
later, 74 percent of the kids are at or above 
grade level in both reading and math. These 
schools can be turned around. The teachers 

can do the job. We've got to give them the 
support that they need to succeed. and we 
can do it. 

We're working hard to put 100,000 more 
teachers in the early grades to have smaller 
classes because of all the research that shows 
how important that is. And I know that with 
all these kids coming into this school district 
filling these trailers—now you've had to hir 
a lot of new teachers, and I understand that 
you've got some of your first-time teachers 
here, Mr. Superintendent, for their first day 
of orientation. So I’d like to ask all the new 
teachers, stand and be recognized. Where 
are the new teachers in this district? Raise 
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your hands back there. Give them a hand. 
Applause] Thank you very much. 

I want to thank you for choosing a proud 
and challenging profe ssion. When you made 
a decision to become a teacher, you knew 
you would never become wealthy—{laugh- 
ter|— -but you will be in the most important 
f all because of what you're going to 
do for the children of this country and this 
community. And I thank you for that. 

Now, that brings me down to what we're 
here about, what I think is a very important 
part of our long- term commitment to our 
children. All over America our faculties are 
better than our facilities ring, don’t 
you think? [Laughter] Why is that? Because 
we now have the largest student population 
in history, what’s called the baby boom 
million echoes in our schools— 
enrollment records for 5 years 
running. That’s right, for the last 5 years, it’s 
the first time since the baby boomers in 
school that we have a group of kids in our 
schools bigger than the baby boom genera- 
tion 

Today I'm releasing a report from the De- 
partment of Education showing that New 
Jersey has its highest enrollment in 20 years. 
If you had a statewide rolleall, 1.3 million 
students would answer. That's a 20 percent 
increase in the last 10 years alone. I under- 
stand in this school district the increase has 
been more like 90 percent in the last 10 
years. 

Now, what's the problem? The problem 
is that you've got all these kids who are going 
into schools that were never built for this 
many kids. You have them in small towns— 
I was in a little town called Jupiter, Florida, 
a couple of years ago where there were 12 
trailers out behind the school, a community 
much smaller than this one. You have the 
suburban areas that are swollen up. I was 
in a community in Queens the other day 
where the same thing was true, where there 
were 400 more children in a school than the 
school was built for. 

So you've got the probiem of the trailers, 
and then you've got the problem in our cities 
of so many old school buildings that either 
can’t be or haven’t been modernized, so that 
you've got whole floors in some of these 
schools that are shut down, even though the 
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schools are filled to the gills, because the 
schools cannot afford the cost of modernizing 
these old buildings. 

Philadelphia, the average school building 
is 65 years old; New Orleans, 68 years old. 
New York City, schools still being heated in 
the winter by coal-burning furnaces. So you 
have these two big problems. And I believe 
the Federal Government has a responsibility 
to help the States and the local school dis- 
tricts ee with it. And I believe that—this 

s the important thing, and vou all have to 
think about this, whether you’re Democrats, 
Republicans, or independents, because it is 
a new thing. This is virtually unprecedented 
except for a temporary amount of help the 
Government gave to school districts after 
World War II for the baby boom generation. 

So the leade 7 of the majority party in the 
C ongress in Nashington say that we 
shouldn’t do - because the Federal Gov- 
ernment has never been in the business of 
school building. In some States the “ ¥ 
don’t help school building; it’s all local. 
think we should do it for the following rea- 
sons—and I want you talk to your friends 
and neighbors about it, because you're living 
with it here. 

Number one, education is the constitu- 
tional responsibility of the States and the 
operational responsibility of the localities, 
but it is a national Priority, and it must be. 

Number two, we've got some money now, 
and a lot of States and localities don’t, and 
there’s no better way to spend it than by in- 

vesting in our c hildren’s future. 

Number three, there are real practical 
problems with saying that this school district 
here should solve this whole problem. And 
you know what they are. Even though we've 
got the largest number of school children in 
our history, the actual percentage of property 
owners who have kids in the schools is slight- 
ly smaller than it has been at its largest 
time—first. A lot of you nodding your head, 
you know this. Secondly, there are a lot of 
States like New Jersey, New York, and many 





others which already rely very heavily on the 
property tax to finance their schools, and 
there’s just a limit to how big it can be. 

And I don’t think we ought to let, in this 
sense, philosophy get in the way of practi- 
cality here. I’m not proposing to take over 
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the schools. I’m not proposing to do anything 
except to have legislation that will give tax 
credits to communities to help them build 
or drastically modernize 6,000 schools, by 
lowering the property tax burden on you to 
do what you’re going to do anyway. That’s 
what I want to do. 

And by the way, our bill would also provide 
grants and loans to repair another 5,000 
schools a year, every year, for 5 years, to help 
with a lot of these problems with the old 
school buildings that need to be upgraded. 

Now, I hope that you will talk to your 
friends and neighbors about this. Now, Con- 
gressman Holt is already a cosponsor of the 
legislation by Representative Rangel of pe 
York and Nancy Johnson of Connecticut, 
Democrat and a Republican. As I said, we 
have a bipartisan majority in the House for 
this, thanks in no small measure to the work 
of the teachers and the members of the 
Building and Construction Trades Union 
who are here today. And I thank them, the 
teachers and the building and construction 
people, for what they've done. I think if we 
can get the bill up in the Senate, we'd have 
a bipartisan majority there. 

But again, there is this debate: Should the 
Federal Government be involved in this? 
Now, the Congress is coming back. We've 
got almost all the major budget work still to 
be done. We'll be there a month, maybe 5 
weeks, 6 weeks. We debated this for 2 years 
now. Nobody's in the dark about how it 
works. It’s just a question of whether we can 
get over this philosophical objection that the 
Fede ral Government’s never done this be- 
fore. 

And all I can tell you is, I was there looking 
at these wonderful children behind me, talk. 
ing to me in their school, and these two 
young teachers, full of enthusiasm, thinking 
about all the good they're doing and all the 
practical arguments for not putting them in 
a decent classroom just evaporated. There 
just are none. So, if people ask you why this 
is a big deal, first, you can cite what’s going 
on in your school district. And then they say, 
but the Federal Government's not doing this 
anymore—is this setting a dangerous exam- 
ple? Remember, all we're proposing to do 
is spend some of the surplus to provide tax 
credits to lower the cost to local school dis- 
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tricts and to States where they do this, of 
building these facilities, so that it eases the 
property tax burden and makes it easier to 
do that. And we're proposing to give direct 
loans and grants to repair another 5,000 
schools a year for 5 years where there’s a 
building that’s not fully usable. And the need 
is enormous. It is national. And these chil- 
dren’s education is a national priority. 

Look, all over America today, the schools 
are working better: Reading scores are up; 
math scores are up. I was in a school in Ken- 
tucky the other day that 4 years ago was one 
of the worst schools in the State, where— 
listen to this; this is what they did in 3 years— 
over half the kids were on student lunches. 
Three years ago 12 percent of the kids were 
reading at or above grade level; today, almost 
60 percent. Three years ago 5 percent of the 
kids were doing math at or above grade level; 
today, 70 percent. Three years ago not a sin- 
gle kid in that elementary school was doing 
science at or above grade level; today, nearly 
two-thirds. This is happening all over Amer- 
ica. The schools are working better. We actu- 
ally have learned a lot in the last 15 years 
about how to increase student perform- 
ance—the teachers, the principals—it’s 
breathtaking what’s going on. 

College enrollment’s at an all-time high. 
But sooner or later, we’re going to pay price 
after price after price, just like Malaika said, 
in describing this in very human terms, if we 
say our children are the most important 
things in the world to us, but we don’t really 
care if they've got a decent place to go to 
school. We really want all these young peo- 
ple, like those enthusiastic young teachers 
that waved their hands back there, to go into 
teaching, but we don’t care if they have a 
lousy place to go to work. 

Now, sooner or later, we have to deal with 
this. This is not consistent. If we care about 
it, we need to put it beyond politics and put 
our children first and get this done. So I'd 
like to ask you for your help. I need your 
help. Talk to your friends and neighbors ‘who 
don’t live here, who don't live in this congres- 
sional district. Tell them it is not a political 
issue; it’s about the children. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 
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NoTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in the 
school parking lot. In his remarks, he referred to 
Malaika Carpenter, Middle School 
graduate who introduced the President; Samuel 
B. Stewart South Brunswick 
Schools; and Jim Warfel, principal, Crossroads 
Middle School 


Crossroads 


superintendent 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on a Decision 
in the Proposed Acquisition of a 
Domestic Internet Service Provider 
by NTT Communications 

August 23, 2000 


Dear Mr. Speaker Dear Mr. President 

Attached is a report on my decision to take 
no action to suspend or prohibit the pro- 
posed acquisition of Verio, Inc., a large U.S.- 
based Internet Service Provider (ISP), by 
NTT Communications Corporation (NTT 
Communications), a wholly owned subsidiary 
f Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Cor- 
poration, (NTT). NTT is a Japanese corpora- 
tion that is owned and controlled by the Gov- 
ernment of Japan (G 0) I have taken this 
decision under the authority vested in me as 
President by section 721 of the Defense Pro- 
duction Act of 1950, also known as the 
“Exon-Florio” provision, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2170. This report is submitted pursuant to 
subsection (g) of the Exon-Florio provision. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Clinton 


Norte: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Representative Rush D. Holt 
in Princeton, New Jersey 
August 23, 2000 


The President. 


I had any sense of fairness at all, I’d tell them 
to turn this off. [Laughter] But I’m not going 

[Laughter] 

I want to thank Robert and Lisa Stockman 
for having us here at this truly beautiful, 
beautiful home and for getting us all together 
and for supporting Rush. I want to thank all 
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Thank you. You know, if 
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of you for coming here tonight, the officials, 
the union and teacher leaders, and other 
leaders, and just the citizens who believe in 
this good man. 

I know you’ve been here a long time, and 
I won't kee p you long, but I want to say two 
or three things. First of all, I really like Jon 
Corzine a lot. You know, when he was run- 
ning in the primary and they kept — 
about how much money he was spending, 
I thought, well, at least he’s not spending all 
this money to give himself a tax cut. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The reason I really like him is that he 
thinks that these young people that served 
you tonight ought to have the same chance 
to send their children to college he has. 
That’s what makes him a Democrat. And | 
think he will be a terrific United States Sen- 
ator. He’s got good ideas, and he’s not afraid 
to tell you what he thinks, and he doesn’t 
care if he disagrees with you, me, or anybody 

else. He’s just out there telling you exactly 
what he thinks. And we need pe ople like that 
in the United States Senate. I admire him. 

Also, I want to tell you, ve got a lot of 
interest in these Senate races—one in par- 
ticular, near here. [Laughter] I hope you'll 
help her, too. 

I like Rush Holt. And I was in Princeton 
earlier this afternoon, and I was walking up 
and down the town, and I was shaking hands 
with people. And when I came out of the 
hotel after I went in and took about an hour 
to do a little rest and get some work done, 
I came out, and there was a couple hundred 
people out there. So I went over and shook 
hands with them, and we started talking 
about Rush Holt and a couple people. I said, 
“I really want you to help him, and why are 
you here,” and all that kind of stuff. 

And | just started talking, and it occurred 
to me that I ought to say to you one of the 
things I said about him. But I want to talk 
in a moment briefly about the big issues of 
the campaign, but I spent a lot of time think- 
ing about the future, about what America will 
be like 10 or 20 years from now. If we had 
any success in the last 8 years, it was largely 
the credit of the American people. But the 
role we were able to play—we, the whole 
administration and our allies in Congress— 
I think it was in no small measure because 
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before I asked the people to vote for me for 
President, I actually thought about why I 
wanted the job. 

And that may seem—don’t laugh, because 
a lot of people run without thinking about 
it. [Laughter] The White House is a nice 
place to live; Air Force One, you don’t have 
all this airport congestion the rest of you are 
going through. [Laughter] But you're all 
aughing—Rush, that joke you told was really 
funny. [Laughter] But really, I think it ought 
to be told by somebody like me who is not 
running again. [Laughter] It was funny. 
[Laughter] 

Anyway, so I actually—I thought about it. 
So I spent a lot of time thinking about the 
future. And when we—my whole goal was, 
when I ran in 1992, was to have an America 
at the dawn of a new century where oppor- 
tunity was genuinely alive for every respon- 
sible citizen, where we were more like a com- 
munity coming together across all the lines 
that divide us, race, gender, sexual orienta- 
tion, religion, even party. 

You know, if you think about it, as the 
world grows more and more interdependent, 
we have to find ways to work ania: And 
we'll be more and more rewarded when we 
can find ways to work together where every- 
body wins, where we have honorable com- 
promise, or we come up with heretofore 
unthought-of solutions that allow us to both 
live with our convictions and our interests 
and recognize the legitimacy of other people. 

And if you look around this whole world 
today, a lot of the problems that exist out 
there are existing because people are still be- 
deviled by the oldest problem of human soci- 
ety, the fear of the other—people who are 
different from them—and the sense that we 
can only matter in life if somehow we've got 
somebody we can look down on, you know. 
“I may not be the smartest star on the planet, 
but at least I don’t have a double-digit IQ 
like. that guy.” And how many times have you 
been guilty of that? I have. “Well, I did some- 
thing I’m not particularly proud of, but at 
least I’m not that guy,” you know? [Laughter] 
Or, “at least I’m not a Republican,” or, “I’m 
not a Democrat.” [Laughter] How many 
times have you done that? 

But the truth is, the world is growing more 
interdependent, so we have to find a way 
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both to fight for what we believe in and not 
give up what we believe in and still find a 
way to respect the common humanity that 
makes all this worth doing. 

So, against that background, what I tried 
to do when I came in was to get America 
to that point where we were once again lead- 
ing the world for peace and freedom and 
prosperity and security, so that we could then 
take on the big challenges of this new era. 

And the last two State of the Union Ad- 
dresses I devoted to those big challenges, 
knowing that we could make some progress 
now. But for a lot of the greatest things that 
America could achieve, because we’ve turned 
the country around, it would have to be done 
by others after I was gone. 

But if you think about it, I want us to stay 
on the far frontiers of science and tech- 
nology, but I want us to protect our values. 
I want us to bridge the digital divide, but 
I want to protect our values. I want every- 
body to have access to the Internet, but I 
think you ought to have to get permission 
before that means they have access to your 
medical or your financial records. 

I want with all my heart for the human 
genome project to give every young mother 
a little card that had their child’s genetic map 
so that—I predict to you within 20 years, 
newborns in America that don’t die of acci- 
dents or violence will have a life expectancy 
of 90 years—maybe before then—because of 
the miraculous advances. And I want that. 
But I don’t want anybody to be able to get 
a hold of your little gene card and use it to 
deny you a job or health insurance. 

I want to maximize the development of all 
these scientific developments, but I know, in 
addition to all the good things that happen, 
the organized forces of destruction will take 
advantage of these same revolutions. 

I was thinking the other day—I went to 
the show that they have in Chicago every 


year, the information technology people do, 


and they’re showing all the new products. 


_And the people from Motorola gave me a 


little hand-held computer that had a key- 
board and a screen, and I could get the news, 
and I could send E-mail. My hands were too 
big to work the keyboard. And it was plastic, 
no metal in it, so it would go through an 
airport metal detector. Same thing may mean 
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that terrorists will be able have plastic 
bombs with chemical and biological weapons. 
[ want someone who understands that. 

What's the point of all this? What I was 
telling those people in Princeton today, in 
the town, is that Rush Holt is the only physi- 
cist in the Congress. [Laughter] And even 
Republicans who may not agree with every 
vote he cast ought to think long and hard 
before they replace him. Most people who 
get elected to the United States Congress are 
like me; they're lawyers. But we need some- 
body that really understands this stuff. You 
need someone who really understands all 
these big future issues, because I promise 
you, in spite of all the good things that have 
hi appened the last 8 years, the greatest bene- 
fits to America of the work we have done 
are still out there if make the right 
choices, both to seize the opportunities and 
deal with the challenges. And he has a unique 
contribution to make to you and to America. 
That’s a big reason you ought to go out and 
fight for his reelection. 

Let me make just one other point. I’m glad 
you came here, and I thank you for giving 


we 


him your money. [Laughter] But it’s not 
enough. Here’s why. The great challenge in 


this election that will determine whether Jon 
Corzine is your Senator, whether Rush Holt 
is your Congressman, whether Ai Gore and 
Joe Lieberman are elected, is really what the 
American people believe the election is 
about and whether they understand the dif- 
ferences on both subjects, between the 
choices they have. 

So I say to all of you, every one of you 
has friends who aren't as into politics as you 
are, both here in this congressional district 
or in the State, or even beyond the borders 
of the State. Every one of you has friends 
who aren’t diehard Democrats. Every one of 
you has friends who really haven't started 
thinking about this much yet, or have just 
kind of a vague notion of where these can- 
didates are. You work with them. You go out 
to dinner with them on the weekends. You 
worship with them. Maybe you play golf or 
you bowl with them, or you go to your kids’ 
soccer games with them. Every one of you 
has friends like this. And I am telling you, 
the election will turn on what the people 
think it’s about. 
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That’s why Rush said this election is about 
the issues. Why did Vice President Gore do 
so well in his speech? Because he got up and 
he gave a version of a State of the Union 
Address. Yes, it was beautifully delivered, 
and yes, all the other things he said about 
his family, his values, and his role for the 
last 8 years, and all that was very well done. 
But the reason it worked is, he said, “If you 
vote for me, here’s what I’m going to try to 
do for and with you.” 

Now, there are just a few things I want 
to say to you tonight to hammer this home. 
There are huge differences between our 
nominees for President, Vice President, our 
candidates for the Senate and the House, and 
our parties on a number of critical issues. 
And let me just mention three or four. 

Safety—public safety: The crime rate is at 
a 25-year low; gun crime has dropped 35 per- 
cent since we passed the Brady bill and the 
assau!t weapons ban. The leaders of the other 
party and most of their members opposed 
them both. The previous administration ve- 
toed the Brady bill. We lost a lot of Members 
of Congress in "94. We lost a dozen because 
they stood up and voted with me on these 
gun safety issues and because the gun own- 
ers, the sportsmen, the hunters, they hadn’t 
had time to see that all these scare tactics 
were wrong. 

Now, this is a huge issue. We also put 
100,000 police on the street, which helps us 
to catch criminals but, more importantly, 
helps us to prevent crime in the first place. 
And now we're putting another 50,000 police 
on the street. Now, the leaders of the other 
party oppose that, too. The nominee of the 
other party said the other day he'd get rid 
of the 100,000 police program. That presum- 
ably means he certainly won’t continue the 
50,000 extra. [Laughter] 

We want to close the gun show loophole 
where—and do background checks there. 
We want handguns to be sold with child trig- 
ger locks. We want to ban the import of these 
big ammunition clips that can then be put 
on guns here to get around our assault weap- 
ons ban. That’s what we believe. That’s what 
we believe. And we think more police in 
community policing situations will help lower 
the crime rate further. 
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I’m glad crime is at a 25-year low, but | 
doubt if there is a person in this room that 
thinks America is safe enough. And I won't 


be satisfied until this is the safest big country 


in the entire world. This is a huge difference. 
There are massive consequences to public 
safety. Their answer is, “punish people 
more”—which we've been doing pretty 
steadily for 25 years, but until we did what 
we did, the crime rate wasn’t going down— 
“punish people more and have more people 
carrying concealed weapons, even in houses 
of worship.” That's their position. 

Now, this is different. This will have real 
consequences to you. And every person you 
know ought to know what the difference is. 
If they agree with them, they should vote 
for them. But they ought to know. And we 
shouldn’t pretend now that both parties are 
talking about inclusion and reaching out to 
everybody—that’s good. You know, the 
Democrats made fun of the Republicans at 
Philadelphia because they had to go gather 
up people off the street to look like we do 
normally—{laughter|—but I didn’t do that. 
You may think I just did, but—{laughter]|— 
look, I think that's rogress. And I think we 
should thank them for it, that they no longer 
think that the way to get elected is to demon- 
ize all of us—I think that’s good—and to di- 
vide us. But there are still differences; so 
that’s one. 

Education: You heard Rush talking about 
a big part of our program. We want to hire 
100,000 more teachers for smaller classes in 
the early grades. And we want to train teach- 
ers better. And we just announced a program 
to basically let teachers teach off a lot of their 
student loans if they go into fields where 
there’s a shortage or areas where there’s a 
shortage. 

We want to help school districts like those 
in New Jersey with all of these housetrailers, 
like the ones I saw today, get a discount so 
they can build 6,000 more schools and then 
repair 5,000 a year over and above that over 
the next 5 years. They don’t think that’s a 
national responsibility. They're not for that. 

We believe that we ought to give more 
aid, but we’re for higher standards. We say 
you ought to identify these failing schools and 
turn them around or shut them down and 
have a public school choice/charter school 


program. And we have lots of evidence. In 
Kentucky, where they've had this same sys- 
tem I’m trying to go national with—we did 
start requiring schools—States to identify 
failing schools 4 years ago. But Kentucky 
went all the way, and now—I was at a school 
the other day where over half the kids were 
on the school lunch program. It was a total 
failure 3 years ago. Today, it’s one of the 
20 best grade schools in Kentucky. I've seen 
this all over the country. 

I was in Harlem the other day in a school 
that 2 years ago had 80 percent of the kids 
re ading ; and doing math below grade level. 
Today, 2 years later, 74 percent of the kids 
reading ‘end doing math at or above grade 
level. You can turn this around. 

Their view is, we’re all wet about this, and 
we should just cut a check to the State and 
let them do whatever they want to with the 
money. This is a big difference here. This 
is not an idle difference, whether we have 
more money for teacher training, more 
money to get math and science teachers, 
whether we say, “Okay, we'll give you more 
money, but we want after-school programs, 
summer school programs, mentoring pro- 
grams, every eligible kid in Head Start. Turn 
the failing schools around or shut them 
down.” 

This is not idle. This is a significant thing. 
If you believe, with the largest and most di- 
verse school population we've ever had, that 
giving all our kids a world-class education is 
a very big issue for America, we have dif- 
ferent views of this, and that will have con- 
sequences to what kind of America you live 
in. 

You already gave Rush his applause line 
on the Patients’ Bill of Rights, but I'll just 
mention this again. The reason I feel so pas- 
sionately about it is, I support managed care. 
Hardly anybody will say that anymore. But 
let me remind you what it was like in 1993. 
When I took office, for the previe .s 10 years 
medical costs had been going up at 3 times 


_ the rate of inflation. It was about to bankrupt 


the country. So to say we should manage our 
resources better—that’s all managed care 
really means. 

The problem is that we've gotten to the 
point tease there’s more managed and less 
care, because the companies have already 
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picked what you might call the low-hanging 
fruit in the management system. That is, the 
easy decisions have been made. And so now, 
if you want to keep controlling costs, some- 
body comes up and they need to see a spe- 
cialist, or you want them to go to only the 
approved emergency room or something, 
even if they've got to go past two or three 
other hospitals, which happens all the time 
in America, or they have to apply for a certain 
procedure that may or may not be covered, 
the people that work in the lower levels of 
the managed care companies know that they 
will never get in trouble for saying no. 

If you're 30 years old and you've got a col- 
lege degree and you’re making a modest sal- 
ary and you're a first-level reviewer, you 
know that nobody will ever fire you for saying 
no. Don’t you? And you just hope that some- 
where up the line, someday, somebody will 
say yes if that’s the right decision. And so 
the practice of medicine has basically been 
subject to reverse plastic surgery here in a 
lot of these cases. 

So that’s why we’re for this. This is not 
complicated. So if you vote for Jon and Rush 
and Al and Joe and Hillary, you get—you 
don’t get people that want these managed 
care companies to go broke. You don’t get 
people that say, “Throw all the money you 

want to. Don’t oversee doctors and whether 
they’ re wasting } your money.” You don’t get 
all that. What you get is people who say, “Any 
institution, if left without any limits, is capa- 
ble of forgetting its fundamental mission. 
The fundamental mission is the health care 
of America. That’s what this whole thing is 
about.” 

But it’s a huge difference here. They think 
the ultimate nth decision should be left with 
the companies. We think it should be left 
with the physicians and the patients. And 
even when they change, they say, “Okay, 
we'll agree with you as long as the companies 
can’t be held responsible for what they do.” 
Well, that’s not a Patients’ Bill of Rights; 
that’s a patients’ bill of possibilities. [Laugh- 
ter] 

This is a huge thing. This will affect the 
way millions of people live. We’re not talking 
about something idle here. We're talking 
about millions of lives. 


Aug. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 


Last issue, the economy: It concerns me 
that basically—as Rush said, in ’93 they all 
said my economic plan was going to wreck 
the country, and they wouldn’t be held re- 
sponsible for the results—absolutely not. 
And I hope the American people will take 
them at their word, as I said the other night. 
[Laughter] But now they say, “Oh, this whole 
thing happened by accident. You couldn’t 
mess it up if you tried, and there are no con- 
sequences. Vote for me—vote for them. 
What difference does it make?” They say 
what really matters is, what are you going 
to do with the surplus, and they say, “The 
surplus is your money, and we're going to to 
give it back to you.’ ’ ‘And that sounds 
and doesn’t take long to say. [Laughter on 
a good line. “It’s your money, and I’m going 
to give it back to you.” 

Now, here’s the problem with that. What 
do we say? What do they say? You heard 
Rush talking about it. We say, “Well, first 
of all, we've got to take care of Social Security 

and Medicare, because when all these baby 
boomers retire there’s only going to be two 
people working for every one —_ draw- 
me and we don’t want it to bankrupt our 
kids and their ability to raise our grand- 
children. So before you just go plumb off 
the handle here, what are you going to do 
when the baby boomers retire? Make sure 
you're not going to have Social Security and 
Medicare in a fix so that their retirement 
doesn’t burden their children and their 
grandchildren.” And we say, “And by the 
way, if you do that, we'll also pay the debt 

off, which will keep interest rates low.” And 
we say, “We ought to save some money to 
invest in education and health care and the 
environment and science and technology.” 
We're for a tax cut, for marriage penalty re- 
lief. We're for changes in the estate tax. 
We're for things the Republicans said they 
want. We're for some changes there. We're 
for also helping a like the folks that 
served us here tonight with college tuition 
tax deductions, child care increases, long- 
term care tax credit, savings for retirement. 

But all of ours cost way less than half theirs 
because we've got to have some money to 
invest, because there might be emergencies 
we can’t foresee, and of. by the way, this 


is all a projected surplus. It has not come 
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in yet. Their argument reminds me of those 
letters I used to get in the mail, back when 
I opened my own mail—{laughter|—those 
sweepstakes letters from the Publishers 
Clearing House. Ed McMahon writes you a 
letter saying, “You may have won $10 mil- 
lion.” [Laughte r] You ever get one of those 
letters? [Laughter] Now, if you went out the 
next day and spent the $10 million, you 
should support their economic program, be- 
cause that’s what it is. You should do that. 
[Laughter] 

Ask Corzine; he knows more about the 
market than I do. I’m glad that the market 
has more than tripled. I’m glad that we’ve 
made more millionaires and more billionaires 
than ever in history, together, as a people. 
I’m glad of that. I hope it keeps on going, 
but this is projected income. 

You think about how much money you 
think you’re going to get over the next 10 
years. Would you give it all away today, sav- 
ing nothing for education, for health care 
needs, for family emergencies? What hap- 
pens if you don’t get the raise you anticipate 
or if your stocks don’t get the return you 
think? You wouldn’t do that. 

That’s their position. Spend it all now. It’s 
your money. Take it back. [Laughter] Now, 
our plan costs less than half theirs, and will 
keep—the Council of Economic Advisers 
says it will keep interest rates at least a point 
lower for a decade. Do you know what that’s 
worth? Two hundred and fifty billion dollars 
in home mortgages, $30 billion in car pay- 
ments, $15 billion in college loan payments. 
In other words, it’s worth another $300 bil- 
lion in tax cuts to keep interest rates low. 

Now, you've got to explain this to people 
who haven't been thinking about it. We can- 
not give the entire projected surplus away 
in a tax cut. It’s not there yet. It may not 
all be there. You can’t know what the emer- 
gencies are, and it’s wrong not to invest in 
education. It’s wrong not to invest in health 
care and the environment, and it is certainly 


wrong not to prepare for the retirement of . 


the baby boomers and keep getting this 
country out of debt. And people have to un- 
derstand that. 

We've all had a good time tonight. But if 
you don’t remember anything else I've said, 
remember this: Every day, you find one or 


1929 


two people, every day between now and No- 
vember, if you have to call them on the 
phone halfway across the country, you find 
one or two people, and you ask them to sup- 
port Rush and Jon and Al and Joe. And you 
tell them, look 

Audience member. And Hillary. |Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. and Hillary if they 
live in New York. If they live in New York, 
you tell them that, too. [Laughter] And you 
tell them—and they say why—say, “Here’s 
the difference in economic policy. Here’s the 
difference in health care policy. Here’s the 
difference in education policy. Here’s the dif- 
ference in crime policy.” If we had another 
30 minutes, I could go through 10 other 
things. But those things matter. 

People have to understand. This will affect 
your life. This will affect your children. This 
will affect whether we make the most of a 
magic moment in our country’s history. It will 
even affect whether we have the resources 
to continue to lead the world to a more 
peaceful place. I plead with you. 

I’m coming back to where you are. This 
is the first time in 26 years I haven’t been 
running for anything. [Laughter] I'm going 
to be a citizen activist. But I know one thing. 
We may not have another chance in our life- 
times to build the future of our dreams for 
our children. And if we make the right deci- 
sions, that’s exactly what we're going to do. 
You've got to be committed personally to 
leaving here and making sure that every one 
you know understands exactly what the 
choices are. If you do, they will make the 
right decision, and it will be great for them 
and, even more important, great for America. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 











Note: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at a pri- 
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Rob- 
ert and Lisa Stockman, reception hosts; Jon S. 
Corzine, candidate for U.S. Senate from New Jer- 
sey; and Republican Presidential candidate Gov. 
George W. Bush. Representative Holt is a can- 
didate for New Jersey's 12th Congressional Dis- 
trict. A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 
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Remarks at a Reception for Mayor 
Susan Bass Levin in Cherry Hill, 
New Jersey 

August 23, 2000 


Thank you. Well, first, this place has won- 
derful memories for me. I remember when 
I came here in 1992, it was, I think, the Sun- 
day evening before the election. The race 
was close in New Jersey and close in the 
country. And we had this great rally here. 
And then on election night, the people of 
New Jersey voted for Bill Clinton and Al 
Gore, and I'll never forget it. 

Then in 1996 New Jersey went from giving 
us a 2-point margin of victory to giving us 
a 16-point margin of victory, one of the larg- 
est in the entire United States, and I will 
never forget that. So the first thing I'd like 
to say is, thank you. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you, thank you, New Jersey. 

Now, the second thing I would like to say 
is, | thought Alexis + 0 was gangbusters. 
Wasn't she wonderful? [Applause] To inspire 
the young is one of the most important re- 
sponsibilities of any public leader. And if 
Susan can inspire Alexis, that’s about as good 
a pemetoe mton, soa for her representation to 
Congress as anything I can think of, and I 
really think that’s wonderful. 

I want to thank Jon Corzine for being here. 
I know he’s been out stirring up the crowd 
before I got here. But I like him. I admire 
him. I hope that he gets to be a partner with 
the new Senator from New York across the 
river. [Laughter] We were just up in Prince- 
ton together with Congressman Rush Holt, 
another good friend of mine, and I told 
somebody I love reading the press about Jon, 
you know, people wailing away about the fact 
that he invested so much money in the pri- 
mary. And I said, “I don’t know what they're 
complaining about. He’s the only rich guy 
that I knew who would spend that kind of 
money to avoid giving himself a big tax cut 
so he could give the rest of you a better tax 
cut, a better education, a better economy, 
and a better future.” I hope you will support 
him and get him to the Senate. We need 
him. 

And let me say, when Susan and I were 
walking down the steps tonight, I said—I 
looked at her, and I said, “I am so glad that 
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you gave me a chance to do this for you to- 
night, because for more than 8 years now, 
you have been there for me, every ‘single day, 
in the good times and the bad, in every single 
way.” I am so grateful to her. 

And that’s another mark of a good leader. 
If you live long enough and you stay in public 
life long enough and you take on enough 
issues and you make enough adversaries, you 
will have your bad days as well as your good 
ones. The mayor of Cherry Hill was always 
there, for me and for our administration, for 
what we were trying to do for America, and 
I will never forget it. 

So that brings me to why I am here to- 
night. Now, if you will let me use a collo- 
quialism from my part of the country, I al- 
ways wonder whether I can do any good at 
events like this because I know that in a way 
I'm pre aching to the saved. I mean, if you 
weren't for her, you wouldn't be here. Either 
that, or you’ve got a lot of extra money on 
your hands. [Laughter] 

But I want you to listen to me just for 
a few minutes tonight, because what I want 
to tell you is, number one, I believe she can 
win, and number two, I know she should win, 
and number three, the only way she can win 
is if you do more than give her money. 

Every one of you—every one of you—has 
friends who live in this district who will vote 
on election day, people who think of them- 
selves as good, upstanding citizens and 
wouldn't dream of not voting. But they don’t 
spend nearly as much time as you do going 
to events like this. They may not know her 
as well as you do. They may not be living 
within 50 miles of here. 

Every one of you has people that you work 
with, you go out to dinner with on the week- 
ends, maybe you worship with, maybe you 
play golf with or go bowling with or your 
kids play soccer with, or some other way you 
come in contact with people. They will vote, 
but they don’t know as much about this as 
you do. They don’t know her as well as you 
do. They don’t have as clear an under- 


standing of what the differences between our 
parties, our candidates for President and Vice 
President, Jon Corzine and his opponent, as 
you do. And I am telling you—you know, I’ve 
been doing this a long time. [Laughter] 
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The first time I passed out cards at a poll- 
ing place was in 1954 when my uncle ran 
for State representative. I was 8 years old. 
He served one term. His wife made him quit 
because she thought politics was too tough— 
ha! [Laughter] What does Sue know? 

Every election is different. This election 
will turn, in my opinion, on what the Amer- 
ican people, what the people of New Jersey, 
and what the people of this congressional dis- 
trict think it’s about. I was so proud of Vice 
President Gore and his speech last Thursday 
because he gave sort of a mini State of the 
Union speech. He said, “Okay, here’s who 
I am. Here’s what I believe, but let’s get to 
the meat of the coconut here. If the Presi- 
dent is somebody who works for the Amer- 
ican people, if you vote for me, here’s what 
I'll do.” 

Now, you've got to be able to tell people 
why they ought to vote for them and get the 
election for Congress and the New “Jersey 
Senate election in the context of what’s going 
on in this country today. You clapped for all 
of Susan’s issues, but I want to try to give 
some clarity to the ones she mentioned and 
then talk about ones she didn’t, the one that 
may affect you most of all, that I’m afraid 
is least understood. 

If we started 8 years ago—I had this idea 
that if we could create an economic policy, 
a social policy, an environmental policy, and 
a foreign policy that would reward oppor- 
tunity for responsibility, would create an 
American community that rr dividing 
us by race, by religion, by gender, by secular 
orientation, by whatever, and pulled us to- 
gether—even by party, Lord knows I tried 
to work with our friends in the Republican 
Party under somewhat ugly circumstances— 
that we could really go into the 21st century 
with America as the leading force for pros- 
perity and peace, for human rights and free- 
dom all around the world. And we are today. 
And I’m grateful. 

But what I want you to understand is, all 
the best things are still out there. The good 
things that have happened in this country in 
the last 8 years are nothing compared to what 
all of us together could achieve in the next 
8 or 10 years if, but only if, we make the 
right choices about our future. 
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Everybody in this room, at least who is 
over 30 years old—you can see a lot of nod- 
ding heads—everybody in this room over 30 
years old can remember at least one time 
in your life when you made an error, a mis- 
take, not because things were going so badly 
but because things were going so well you 
did not believe you had to concentrate, think, 
or dream. You could just sort of wander 
through the day. 

Now, our country has never been in a posi- 
tion like this before. And it may not be like 
this again in our lifetime, where we have so 
much prosperity and social progress, the ab- 
sence of a real crisis at home and threat 
abroad, a projected surplus—we can build 
the future of our dreams for our children. 
So I will say again, how this race for Con- 
gress, how this race for Senate, how the Pres- 
idential race comes out, how Hillary does 
over in New York, it all depends on what 
people believe the election is about. 

Are we going to build the future of our 
dreams for our children? If so, what do we 
have to do to give them all a world-class edu- 
cation? What do we have to do to deal with 
the aging of America, to preserve Social Se- 
curity and Medicare in a way that when the 
baby boomers retire and there’s only two 
people working for every one person on So- 
cial Security, people like me don’t bankrupt 
our kids and their ability to raise our 
grandkids? How are we going to deal with 
the challenge of global warming and still 
grow the economy? How are we going to take 
advantage of these marvelous changes in 
medical science, the human genome project, 
and all the other biomedical revolutions that 
may allow people who are living with severed 
spines to stand up and walk, that may allow 
people who have Parkinson’s disease to get 
over it, that may allow people who are cer- 
tainly going to have Alzheimer’s not to get 
it, that I believe will allow young mothers, 
girls in this audience today, by the time they 


_ have their babies, will go home from the hos- 


pital with a little gene card that will tell them 
how to maximize their children’s health and 
minimize the problems, and within 20 years 
young women will be giving birth to babies 
with a life expectancy of 90 years, you can 
book it. It will happen. 
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Now, so how are we going to do all that 
and still make sure when you carry your gene 
card around, nobody can deny you a job or 
health insurance because of something that’s 
on that card? How are we going to bridge 
the digital divide and hook up all of our 
schools and make sure everybody has got ac- 
cess to computers but nobody has access to 
your health and financial records on those 
computers unless you say yes? 

These are big challenges. And there are 
clear differences. And Susan mentioned 
some, but I'll be more explicit. Let's go back 
to the one she mentioned, education. Test 
scores are going up. The college-going rate 
is at an all-time high. The African-American 
high school graduation equals that of the 
white majority for the first time in history 
in the last few years. The schools are turning 
around. We have a very specific strategy to 
work with the schools: invest more money 
but demand more results; identify failing 
schools, have more pre-school, summer 
after-school, mentoring programs, 
smaller classes in the early grades; hook all 
the schools including the poor ones up to 
the Internet. 

Their strategy is get rid of that stuff and 
just write a check to the State and hope they 
spend it right. Now, there’s a very great dif- 
ference. And don’t give it all to the State; 
have some of it off in vouchers. So you have 
to decide whether you agree with our strat- 
egy or their strategy. It’s not just this woman 
you like; it will affect people’s lives how she 
votes. And you don’t have to say anything 
bad about her opponent or anybody else. But 
you've got to know there are consequences. 

Health care, the Patients’ Bill of Rights: 
Their leadership still won't let us bring it up 
because the HMO’s either don’t want us to 
cover everybody, or if they guarantee a Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights and somebody gets hurt, 
they don’t want them to be able to sue and 
get any help if they get hurt. That’s like a 
patients’ bill of suggestion; it’s not rights. 
| Laughter] 

And look, I support managed care because 
we can’t—I didn’t want to have an explosion 
and inflation in health care costs, but “care” 
is even more important than “managed” in 
that phrase. And you can’t take these medical 


school, 
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decisions away from the doctors and the peo- 
ple. 

In prescription drugs, I support, and Susan 
said she supported, Jon supports a Medicare 
prescription drug program that would allow 
all the seniors in this country who need it 
access to affordable prescription drugs 
through the Medicare program. They sup- 
port a program that wouldn’t cover half the 
seniors in the country who need it. 

Now, I support the pharmaceutical excel- 
lence of America. I’m proud that we've got 
all these great drug companies in our coun- 
try, a lot of them headquartered right here 
in New Jersey. And what they're worried 
about is if Medicare can buy all these drugs 
for the seniors that maybe they'll buy them 
at such a low price that they'll be put in a— 
there’s got to ‘be a way to resolve that. The 
answer is not what the Re publicans want to 
do, which is to make sure half of the seniors 
can’t get the drugs they need. That is not 
the answer. There's got to be a good answer 
to that 

o, she says, he says, we say, Al and Joe 
say, “Take care of the seniors and the drug 
companies.” Now, this is a big choice for you 
to make. This is not just another walk in ‘the 
park here. We're talking about millions of 
people. 

Crime—what’s our position? Our position 
has been 100,000 police on the street, pre- 
vent as much crime as you can; the assault 
weapons ban, the Brady bill. And our posi- 
tion now is, close the gun show loophole on 
the Brady bill, mandatory child trigger locks, 
don’t let them import all these big ammuni- 
tion clips that you can then hook on to a 
rifle here and make it into an assault weapon. 
That’s our position. 

Now, what's their position? Their position 
is, “We were wrong when we passed the 
Brady bill. We were wrong when we passed 
the 100,000 police. We're wrong now in put- 
ting 50,000 more police on the street, and 
we're wrong trying to do all this.” Their 
nominee said just a couple of days ago that 
if he were elected, he would get rid of the 


100,000 police program, that that was not a 
national responsibility. 

All I know is, crime is at a 25-year low. 
Gun crime’s down 35 percent. We tried it 
Our way 


their way. We tried it our way. 
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works. Now, they say what we should do is 
have even more vigorous prosecution, even 
though we increased prosecution. We've got 
a record number of people in jail. But when 
they tried it their way, it didn’t work as well. 

And what's their weapons position? Their 
weapons position is, more people should 
carry concealed weapons, even into houses 
of worship. That’s their leadership position. 

Now, they believe that. I’m not saying any- 
thing bad about them. That’s what the »y be- 
lieve. But it’s not like we haven't had a test 
here. We tried it their way. We tried it our 
way. Our way works better. And America is 
not as safe as it needs to be. This will have 
significance. I’m telling you, every vote in 
Congress, every vote in the Senate matters. 
We're talking about the way the children in 
this room are going to have to live. 

Now, so what have we done? We've got 
education, health care, and crime. Then, she 
said—and you clapped—she said, “I’m for 
preserving a woman’s right to choose.” What 
she didn’t say is—what she didn’t say is, every 
year there is a wholesale assault on it in one 
way or the other through little riders in con- 
gressional legislation. So if you're in the 
House of Representatives, you actually have 
a chance to protect it. 

And I don’t know whether Jon said this 
or not, but the next President is going to ap- 
point two to four members of the Supreme 
Court. And the United States Senate has to 
confirm those members. 

And they have told us—and, again, I ac- 
cept that this is their sincere conviction. This 
is not a personal criticism. Honorable people 
can have honest differences. But we can’t 
claim that we don’t know that there is no 
consequence here. Their nominee is against 
Roe v. Wade. And you have to assume, being 
an honorable person, that he will act on his 
convictions. And you have to assume that 
their Members of the Senate are more likely 
than ours to vote to ratify those judges, be- 
cause that’s what is going to happen. So if 
this is important to you, either way—if it mat- 
ters to you either way you need to know that 
you can affect the outcome by the choice you 
make for Congress and for the Senate. 

Now, this is the last point I want to make. 
And I want to say a little something about 
the economy, because I think maybe the dif- 
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ferences in economic policy between the Re- 
publicans and Democrats today are the least 
understood. And yet, they'll have a huge im- 
pact on you. 

Now, you all know that we have a large 
projected surplus. That’s what we think we’re 
going to get in over the next 10 years. They 
have a very compelling position. Their posi- 
tion is, “Hey, we had a deficit for years. Now 
we've got a surplus. It’s your money, and 
we're going to give it all back to you in a 
tax cut.” It takes about 5 seconds to say, and 
it sounds so good. [laughter] “It’s your 
money, and I’m going to give it back to you 
in a tax cut, all of it. Why should the Govern- 
ment keep your money ” 

Our position is, number one, you should 
get a tax cut, but it ought to be something 
less than half of theirs in total. Yes, there 
ought to be some marriage penaity and estate 
tax relief in there, but we ought to really 
focus on helping families who need it pay 
for college education, long-term care, child 
care, and retirement, to help people who 
need it, do that. 

And by the way, we have to save some 
money for education and the environment 
and health care and science and technology. 
And there might be an emergency, and we've 
got to save some money for that. And oh, 
by the way, this is projected income. That 
means it’s not in the bank yet. And if you 
cut the taxes now for all the projected income 
and the money doesn’t come in, you've still 
got the tax cut. 

I told somebody their position reminds me 
of those letters I used to get back when I 
was a private citizen from that—that sort of 
Publishers Clearing House sweepstakes let- 
ters from Ed McMahon. You've seen them. 
“You may have won $10 million.” [Laughter] 
You may have. [Laughter] And when you got 


- those letters, if you went out the next day 


and you spent the $10 million, you should 
seriously consider supporting them in this 


‘election. [Laughter] But if you didn’t do that, 


you better vote for Susan and Jon and Al 
and Joe and Hillary, if you live in New York. 
[Laughter] Jon Corzine made a lot of money 
in investments, ask him. Nobody would do 


this. 
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Let me tell you something else, this is be- 
fore they spe ond their own money. Their So- 
cial Security privatization program, it’s about 
a trillion bucks over 10 years, and the other 
things they want to spend money on, before 
they have to deal with emergencies. I’m tell- 
ing you, folks, we don’t want to go back to 
deficits. 

Now, let me tell you one other thing. We 
have a study from the Council of Economic 
Advisers that says that if their plan were en- 
acted, as opposed to the one the Vice Presi- 
dent and Jon and Susan have endorsed, inter- 
est rates would go up by one percent a year 
for a decade. Now, if we keep interest rates 
one percent lower a year for a decade, would 
you like to know what that’s worth to you? 
Two hundred and fifty billion bucks in home 
mortgages, $30 billion in car payments, and 
$15 billion in college loan payments. In other 
words, one percent lower interest rates is a 
$300 billion tax cut to ordinary Americans 
who desperately need it, and you get the ben- 
efit of getting the country out of debt, invest- 
ing in our future, saving Social Security and 
Medicare. 

Listen, it may take me longer to explain 
our economic program, but I’m sure now that 
I've done it, you can get the gist here. You've 
got to be able to do that. 

Now, I’m going to close where I started. 
It is not good enough for you to come here 
for somebody you know and believe in and 
contribute and go home and forget about 
this. You've got to be like Alexis. You've got 
to be a volunteer, even if you don't go in 
the headquarters. Every day between now 
and November you need to go up to some- 
body you know who is not here tonight and 

say, “Listen, here is why I am for Susan. 
Here’s why I’m for Jon Corzine. Here are 
the differences on economic policy, edu- 
cation policy, health care odiew human 
rights policy, crime policy’—boom, boom, 
boom, Contents how it’s going to affect 
your life, your future, our chilean future.” 

And you've got to be able to answer those 
questions, and you have to feel comfortable. 
And you can remember the Ed McMahon 
story. I’m telling you, this is a big deal. 
worked real hard to get our country out of 
debt and get this economy going. And I’m 
telling you, when I hear people say there is 
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no real difference in economic policy, you 
know, I want to just sort of jump in the 
ocean. I mean, come on, here. 

We've got poverty going down. All income 
groups have their income going up. All the 
things are going in the right direction. We 
cannot change our economic direction. We 
need to do more to bring in people who still 
aren't participating in this economic recov- 

but we don’t need to throw away the 
te that brought us to this dance we're 
at, that we’re enjoying so much. It would be 
a terrible mistake. 

So think about this. When you go out of 
here, if you don’t remember anything else, 
you remember, you've got to be able to say, 
“I am for Susan Bass Levin because she’s 
my friend, because she’s been a good mayor, 
but because she’s right for me and you and 
our kids and our future on education and 
health care and choice and the environment 
and the economy and crime and our future.” 
Look, I can hardly remember an election 
where the choices were any clearer. The 
rhetoric is not clear anymore because they 
understand now that people don’t like all that 
hateful stuff anymore, so they chucked it. 
And they're talking about inclusion. And 
you're laughing, and we have all made fun 
of them about it, but actually it’s a good 
thing. It’s a good thing. 

The words people use matter. And we 
should say, “Thank you very much for not 
being so hateful anymore and demonizing 
your opponents and doing all”—we should 
say—it matters. We should say that. But I’m 
just telling you, the substantive differences 
are still there. 

Now, I know this woman. I admire her. 
She will be a great, great Member of Con- 
gress. But when it’s all said and done, it’s 
not those of us who hold office that matters; 
it’s those of you who hire us to serve and 
whether we do what you hired us to do. 

I want to close with a little story. I’m sur- 
prised I’m going to say this, but I want to 
tell you something. I got off the plane today 
in New Jersey to do these events, and the 
first person I saw was a young businessman 
from San Francisco. I didn’t know he was 
going to be in the line. I was amazed to see 
him. I hadn’t seen him in 4 years, maybe 


more. His name is Steve Sposato. He was 
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there with his beautiful daughter, Megan, 
and her very young little sister and his wife. 

The first time I met Steve Sposato, he was 
a grieving young widower with an infant child 
whose wife was cut down by a crazed person 
with an assault weapon in an office building 
in San Francisco. You may remember that 
awful incident when it happened. He was a 
Republican, always had been. He was just 
a businessman. And he thought—he couldn't 
understand why the political system in Wash- 
ington didn’t want to stop people like this 
crazy guy from getting ahold of assault weap- 
ons and going into office buildings and shoot- 
ing people like his wife. 

He wasn’t all that political. He just wanted 
to make sure there wouldn't be any other 
little girls like his gorgeous little daughter. 
And I met him. And he came and stood in 
the Rose Garden at the White House and 
talked about this in very moving terms. And 
he said, “You know, I’m not a politician. I'm 
not a speaker. I just don’t want any more 
kids to be without their parents.” And he 
stood and went through that rough fight with 
me in 1994. And thankfully, he met another 
lady, and they had another baby, and I saw 
beautiful little Megan today and her new lit- 
tle sister and her stepmom and Steve’s moth- 
er who lives on Long Island. They all came 
out to see me. It changed his politics forever. 

Why? Because in the most awful, agoniz- 
ing way, he had to come to terms with the 
fact that what we do as citizens, whether we 
like it or not, affects how we live as people. 
And that brave, good, fine young man is 
standing here. 

Now, I hope to goodness not a single living 
soul in this audience has ever gone through 
anything like this. But I promise you, in some 
way or another, for every single one of you, 
what you do as citizens affects how you live 
as people. I tell people all the time, politics 
is not the most important thing in life, not 
even in my life. Being President is the second 
most important job I ever had next to being 
a father. When they get ready to lay you 
down, you don’t think about all the time you 
should have spent at the office; you think 
about who liked you, who loved you, how 
the flowers smelled in the springtime, what 
it was like to be a child. But politics is sup- 
posed to create the conditions and give peo- 
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ple the tools to shape their dreams, not tear 
their hearts out. 

When it’s all said and done, that’s what 
it’s about. In my lifetime we have never had 
this chance before like we have it now. I’m 
not running for anything, for the first time 
in 26 years. I tell you this as a citizen: Make 
sure Susan wins; make sure Jon wins; make 
sure Joe and Al win. Give this country its 
best chance. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the 
paddock area of the racetrack at Garden State 
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Alexis 
Ettinger, senior, Cherry Hill High School East, 
who introduced the President; Jon S. Corzine, 
candidate for U.S. Senate from New Jersey; and 
Republican Presidential candidate Gov. George 
W. Bush. Mayor Susan Bass Levin of Cherry Hill 
is a candidate for New Jersey's Third Congres- 
sional District. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President-Elect Vicente Fox of 
Mexico and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


August 24, 2000 


President Clinton. Let me just say very 
briefly what a great honor it is for me, per- 
sonally, and for the United States, to have 
the President-elect of Mexico here. I have 
looked forward to this very much, for the 
chance to congratulate him on his election, 
and all the people of Mexico on a truly his- 
toric affirmation of genuine democracy in 
their country. I’m glad he’s here, and I’m 
looking forw ard to getting to know him, hear- 
ing his ideas, and doing what I can to help | 
him get off to a strong start in our partner- 
ship. 

President-elect Fox. Well, the same here. 
I’m very glad to be here, sharing a few min- 
utes with President Clinton, the opportunity 
to know each other, the opportunity to tell 
him about this great day, July the 2d in Mex- 
ico, and the opportunity to get to know expe- 
riences that you have lived in this 8 years 
in this excellent and growing relationship be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, and also 
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to thank you for all the support you gave to 
Mexico in difficult times. 

When we were in crisis, we also got and 
saw the hand of a friend. And so that’s some- 
thing that we recognize in Mexico and I per- 
sonally recognize and thank you for in the 
name of all Mexicans. 


Mexican Democracy 


Q. Is Mexico considered a democracy ex- 
ample to America Latina? 

President Clinton. Considered an exam- 
ple? 

Q. Yes, to America Latina? 

President Clinton. | think that what hap- 
pene -d in Mexico is ve ry impressive. I mean, 
we had a genuine, competitive, democratic 
election. And I think it’s an example to peo- 
ple who are friends of freedom everywhere 
in the world. 


Immigration Policy 





Q. President Clinton, excuse me—Presi- 
dent-elect Fox has brought up a whole bunch 
of new ideas on the relationship between 
Mexico and the United States, including 
plans concerning the border immigration. 
Are you going to discuss these in full length? 

President Clinton. Well, | certainly hope 
so. I want to hear them. Obviously, we have 
borders, and we have laws that apply to them, 
and we have to apply them, and so do the 
Mexicans. But I think over the long run, our 
countries will become more interdependent. 

If you just look at what’s happened in the 
relationship between the United States and 
Mexico since NAFTA, President-elect Fox 
had mentioned—made a reference to the as- 
sistance the United States gave to Mexico 
when they had a serious financial crisis. But 
I always like to remind the American people 
that our Mexican neighbors paid their loan 
back ahead of time and in the best possible 
way. They were good neighbors. We did the 
right thing. And everything that has hap- 
pened there has validated the commitment 
of every genuine friend of an equal partner- 
ship in our country. 

I think over time, you will see growing 
interdependence in our hemisphere. And I 
think the Canadians will be a part of that, 
and I very much hope our friends in Central 
America and South America and the Carib- 
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bean will be part of that. It will be the way 
of the world. And we will all have to deal 
with the enemies of organized society and 
the nation-state together, as well as taking 
advantage of all these opportunities. I regret 
that I won’t be around for a lot of it. But 
I think it’s a good thing. 

Q. [Inaudible|—an idea to increase the 
number of legal visas for Mexico, up to a 
quarter of a million visas, in exchange for 
more coope ration and enforcement on the 
Mexican side to stop illegal immigration from 
coming to the U.S. How do you see that? 
Is that doable? 

President Clinton. Well, I want to talk 
to him about it. I think if you look at the 
United States, I believe we have the most 
generous immigration policy in the world. 
And as you know, I’ve been a very strong 
supporter of that. We were just talking on 
the way out about the various kinds of people 
that are in our administration and where 
they're from, and America has been made 
a better country because of that. But I want 
to talk about the details. Look, we just met. 
We have to go talk. 

Do you want to say anything to him? 

Q,. Did you talk about border issues with 
Vice President Gore, and what did he say, 
Vice President Gore? 

President-elect Fox. | will have a press 
conference later for that meeting. 





[At this point, a question was asked and an- 
swered in Spanish, and no translation was 
provided. | 


President Clinton. Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks 


Proclamation 7333—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 2000 
August 24, 2000 

By the President of the United States 

of America 

A Proclamation 


Today, 


America is enjoying the longest 


economic expansion in our history, with 22 
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million new jobs created since my Adminis- 
tration took office in 1993 and the lowest un- 
employment and inflation rates in more than 
30 years. The American people are looking 
to the future with renewed hope and opti- 
mism, eager to embrace the exciting oppor- 
tunities and meet the new challenges of a 
dynamic and evolving global marketplace. 

If we are to extend this remarkable period 
of growth and sustain our leadership of the 
world economy, we must use this time of ex- 
traordinary prosperity to ensure that every 
citizen of our Nation plays a role in our eco- 
nomic growth and benefits from its rewards. 
One of the surest means of achieving that 
goal is to promote the full inclusion of minor- 
ity enterprises in the mainstream of our 
economy. 

My Administration has encouraged the 
growth and success of minority businesses by 
ensuring their participation in Government 
procurement; introducing the New Markets 
Initiative to bring jobs and capital to Amer- 
ica’s underserved communities; and strength- 
ening the Community Reinvestment Act. 
Over the last 8 years, the Small Business Ad- 
ministration has guaranteed $18 billion in 
loans to more than 80,000 minority-owned 
firms. And the Department of Commerce’s 
Minority Business Development Agency 
(MBDA) has assisted more than 430,000 mi- 
nority-owned businesses with start-up and 
expansion financing. At Minority Business 
Development Centers across the country, the 
MBDA also assists minority clients by pro- 
viding a variety of business services, includ- 
ing the preparation of business plans, market 
research and development, financial coun- 
seling, and bid preparation. 

All Americans stand to benefit from the 
success of our minority entrepreneurs. With 
energy and determination, these hard- 
working men and women create jobs, attract 
investment, bolster pride, and generate rev- 
enue in communities across our Nation. Peo- 
ple of different races, people of diverse eth- 
nic backgrounds, people with disabilities— 
all have skills, new ideas, and fresh perspec- 
tives to bring to the marketplace. Minority 
entrepreneurs have unique contributions to 
make to our economy and the talent and 
imagination to produce goods and services 
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that meet the needs of their fellow Ameri- 
cans and of consumers around the world. 

The unprecedented strength of America’s 
free enterprise system demonstrates that 
when people have access to the tools and op- 
portunities they need, there is no limit to 
what they can achieve. During Minority En- 
terprise Development Week, let us reaffirm 
our national commitment to equality in the 
economic as well as the civic lite of our Na- 
tion by providing minority entrepreneurs 
around the country with an sa oppor- 
tunity to use their abilities, creativity, and 
motivation to move our Nation forward. By 
doing so, we will help preserve America’s 
leadership in the pire fans 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 24 
through September 30, 2000, as Minority 
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all 
Americans to join together with minority en- 
trepreneurs across the country in appropriate 
observances. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of August, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000] 


NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on August 29. 


Statement on Action To Support 
Firefighters Combating Wildfires 


August 25, 2000 


The wildfire season this year is one of the 
worst our Nation has ever witnessed. We 


‘have marshaled our Federal resources so that 


the men and women fighting these blazes will 
have the tools they need to safely and effec- 
tively combat the spread of wildfires 
throughout the United States. Our Federal 
firefighters and management personnel are 
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working under extremely dangerous condi- 
tions to protect the public and our lands from 
the threat of these wildfires 

Today I am announcing that the Depart- 
ments of the Interior and Agriculture, in con- 
junction with the Office of Personnel Man- 
agement, will take immediate steps to make 
available as many as 2,000 Federal personnel 
for vital management and supervisory posi- 
tions to support our firefighting e fforts. Addi- 
tional managers and supervisors are needed 
to ensure additional firefighting crews have 
the proper supervision and management sup- 
port that they need in the field. This action 
will immediately authorize individuals work- 
ing long, stressful hours to be compensated 
appropriately. Our Nation owes a great debt 
of gratitude to these firefighters, managers, 
and their loved ones who sacrifice their en- 
ergy and risk their lives in service to their 
country. It is our re sponsibility, in turn, to 
do all we can to protect and support them. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 





August 20 
The President and Hillary Clinton traveled 
from Lake Placid to Chappaqua, NY. 


August 21 

In the morning, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms aind flooding July 29 
through August 2. 


August 22 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Bingham Farms, MI. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Bloomfield Hills, MI, and later, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 


/ Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


The White House announced that the 
President will attend the United Nations Mil- 
lennium Summit in New York City on Sep- 
tember 6-8 


August 23 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Monmouth Junction, NJ, where he met with 
students and teachers in Mobile Classroom 
103 of Crossroads Middle School. 

In the evening, he traveled to Princeton 
and Cherry Hill, NJ. Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 


August 24 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Trudie Kibbe Reed as a member of 
the President’s Board of Advisors on Histori- 

cally Black Colleges and Universities. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kevin J. Conlon as a member of the 
Advisory Committee on Expanding Training 
Opportunities. 


August 25 


In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Abuja, Nigeria. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released August 22 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
the President’s upcoming visit to New York 
City September 6-8 to take part in the 
United Nations Millennium Summit 
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Released August 24 


Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Jake Siewert 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger on the Presi- 
dent’s upcoming visits to Nigeria, Tanzania, 
and Colombia 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 19 


H.R. 3519 / Public Law 106-264 
Global AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief Act of 
2000 
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